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THE  COMING  BATTLE 


if  Son  of  man,  speak  to  the  children  of  thy  people,  and  say  unto  them,  When  I bring  the  sword  upon  a land,  if  the 
people  of  the  land  take  a man  of  their  coasts,  and  set  him  for  their  watchman:  if  when  he  seeth  the  sword  come 
upon  the  land,  he  blow  the  trumpet,  and  warn  the  people ; then  whosoever  heareth  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and 
taketh  not  warning;  if  the  sword  come  and  take  him  away,  his  blood  shall  be  upon  his  own  head.  He  heard  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  took  not  warning;  his  blood  shall  be  upon  him.  But  he  that  taketh  warning  shall  de- 
liver his  soul.  But  if  the  watchman  see  the  sword  come,  and  blow  not  the  trumpet,  and  the  people  be  not  warned  ; 
if  the  sword  come,  and  take  any  person  from  among  them,  he  is  taken  away  in  his  iniquity ; but  his  blood  will  1 
require  at  the  watchman's  hand." — Ezek.  33  : 2-6. 

1 The  present  condition  of  the  world  is  admittedly  unnatural  and  anomalous.  “ We  are  living 
in  times  when  the  Christian  and  the  Infidel,  the  Statesman  and  the  Divine,  seem  to  agree  in  the 
expectation  that  some  great  crisis  is  at  hand.  The  public  mind,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  is 
held  in  the  calm  of  a feverish  suspense.  New  and  strange  blasphemies  are  coming  to  the  birth  ; 
the  foundations  of  the  State  are  loosing,  and  the  Church  of  God  is  beset  and  assailed  on  every  side. 

“ Amid  these  thick  clouds,  all  eyes  are  fixed  with  an  eager  gaze  upon  the  dark  and  coming  future. 
But  who  shall  unravel  its  mysteries?  Who  can  decipher  its  solemn  roll  of  fate?  Who  can  pierce 
with  steady  eye  into  the  depths  of  past  history,  and  read  there,  as  in  a mirror,  the  judgment  or 
mercy  in  store  for  after  generations  ? Who  can  expound  the  strange  dream  of  this  fleeting, 
shadowy  world ; or  unlock  to  the  faith  of  the  church  the  royal  treasure-house  of  the  good  things 
to  come?  It  is  here  that  the  wisdom  of  the  world  stands  rebuked,  and  its  idols  are  all  mute  and 
silent.  The  research  of  its  historians  here  proves  futile  and  ineffectual ; the  policy  of  its  states- 
men is  baffled  and  confounded.  The  future  continues  veiled  from  every  worldly  eye  in  deepest 
mystery ; and  every  effort  of  human  pride  to  decipher  the  solemn  bandwritiug  proves  utterly  in 
vain. 

Divine  prophecy  is  the  only  light  that  can  remove  this  impenetrable  darkness.  There  God 
himself  reveals  to  his  own  servants  the  great  outlines  of  His  providence,  and  enables  them  by 
patient  search,  to  trace  through  the  past  and  the  future  the  grandeur  and  the  majesty  of  his  high 
counsels  of  love.  Here  nature,  providence,  and  grace  are  all  combined  for  their  comfort  and 
instruction  in  the  faith  in  glorious  harmony.  In  two  short  books  of  Scripture,  all  nature  is  laid 
under  contribution  for  rich  and  varied  emblems  whereby  to  express  the  mighty  course  of  God’s 
providence  through  two  thousand  years  and  the  mysteries  of  redemption  therein  contained. 
There  to  the  diligent  search  and  patient  study  of  the  humble  and  devout  Christian,  it  spreads 
before  his  eyes  in  one  vast  expanse  a landscape  of  wondrous  grandeur  and  surpassing  beauty, 
and  whose  horizon  is  fringed  with  the  bright  and  dawning  glories  of  eternity.”1 2 3 

Inconceivably  sublime  is  the  position  occupied  by  that  individual,  who  taking  these  unfoldings 
of  the  Divine  mind  as  a lamp  to  his  feet  and  a light  to  his  path,  is  thus  enabled  to  gaze  upon  the 
thrilling  spectacle  which  the  world  will  soon  present,  with  calmness  and  assurance,  ‘seeing  the 
end  from  the  beginning.’  It  is  like  one  of  the  ancient  prophets  of  Israel  gazing  from  some  far 
off  mountain-side  on  the  fulfilment  of  one  of  his  own  prophecies.  While  with  rapt  attention  he 
contemplates  the  distant  scene,  perhaps  a city  staggering  into  the  bosom  of  an  earthquake,  or 
the  progress  of  a battle  between  Israel  and  her  enemies,  it  baffles  the  imagination  to  conceive 
his  calmly  glowing  feelings,  as  privileged  beyond  all  mortals,  he  beholds  what  had  already  been 
pictured  to  his  mind,  and  can  tell  the  next  dwelling-place  that  shall  go  crashing  down  or  the 
next  enemy  that  shall  lick  the  dust  1 Still  greater  and  more  commanding  is  the  position  of  one 
who  can  pass  the  boundary  of  the  present  and  boldly  map  the  events  of  the  dim  and  hidden  future. 
Godlike  he  sits  on  the  edge  of  the  thick  darkness,  and  resolves  the  mystic  shapes  that  flit  and 
gambol  there  into  regularity  and  order.  The  dense  mist,  which  like  a curtain  has  hitherto 
enshrouded  the  prospect  in  impenetrable  gloom,  rolls  slowly  upward,  and  the  things  it  concealed 

1 The  following  pages  consist  principally  of  extracts  from  standard  writers  on  prophecy  in  support  of  views  presented 
hy  the  author  in  lectures  delivered  in  1859  and  1860,  in  Montreal.  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  and 
other  American  cities.  These  eventful  days  call  for  a wider  dissemination  of  the  long-established  opinions  of  the  leading 
investigators  in  this  department  of  theology.  New  interpretations,  unless  based  upon  the  fundamental  principles  laid 

down  by  these  writers,  are  necessarily  erroneous,  and  tend  to  upset  the  minds  of  the  careless  and  wavering,  and  induce 
them  hastily  to  take  up  the  preposterous  notion  that  there  can  be  no  certainty  in  the  conclusions  deduced  from  a study 
of  the  word  of  prophecy. 
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loom  forth,  dimly  it  may  be,  but  still  visible  enough  in  their  outline  and  lineaments  to  enable 
him  to  recognize  them,  as  the  wheels  of  time  bear  him  slowly  past.  The  emotions  awakened  by 
the  occupation  of  a position  like  this,  can  with  difficulty  be  realized.  To  reflect  that  only  a select 
few  are  thus  highly  privileged,  that  those  whom  the  events  so  nearly  concern  are  ignorant  of 
them,  to  witness  the  terror  and  astonishment  with  which  they  are  met  by  those  they  come  to 
destroy,  to  know  that  he  and  partakers  of  a like  faith  are  beyond  the  reach  of  their  sweeping 
embrace,  is  to  reach  a position  never  before  attained  to  by  any  save  the  inspired  of  the  Lord.”1 

To  understand  the  exact  nature  of  the  crisis  in  the  world’s  history  at  which  we  have  now 
arrived,  and  to  be  correspondingly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  obtaining  from  prophecy  at  this 
juncture  all  the  light  its  revelations  can  impart,  no  wiser  course  cau  be  followed  than  that  of 
referring  to  the  fore-statements  made  in  past  years  by  the  leading  prophetic  expositors,  as  to 
the  character  and  order  of  the  events  that  might  be  expected  to  occur  at  the  present  period. 
Foremost  in  the  list  of  those,  who  in  the  course  of  the  last  half  century,  have  firmly  and  distinctly 
maintained  that  the  close  of  this  economy,  ushered  in  by  the  second  advent  of  Christ,  was  pre- 
dicted in  Scripture  to  take  place  about  the  years  1867-68,  the  name  of  the  Rev.  E.  Bickersteth, 
Rector  of  Watton,  England,  stands  pre-eminently  conspicuous.  As  the  author  of  many  devotional 
works  comprising  The  Scripture  Help,  The  Christian  Student,  Treatises  on  Baptism,  Prayer  and 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  as  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  and  the 
leading  Episcopal  societies  in  England,  this  divine  is  widely  known  in  America  as  well  as  in 
Great  Britain. 

So  early  as  in  the  year  1835,  he  stated  this  important  view  regarding  the  Second  Advent,  in 
a work  entitled,  The  Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies ; the  dates  upon  the  interpretation  of 
which  this  view  is  grounded  are  given  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet;  the  following  description  of 
he  events  which  yet  lie  before  the  Church  is  compiled  from  his  Restoration  of  the  Jews  and  Guide 
!o  the  Prophecies. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Church  which  has  hitherto  been  little  regarded.  From 
he  extraordinary  peace  which  God  has  given  to  the  world,  a period  of  quiet  clearly  predicted 
efore  the  last  troubles  (1  Thess.  5 : 2,  3 ; Rev.  7:1),  Christians  have  not  had  their  attention 
irected,  as  the  earlier  Church  had,  to  the  duty  and  privilege  of  suffering  for  Christ. 

But  as  the  predicted  trials  are  manifestly  drawing  nearer,  Christians  should  be  led  to  prepare 
nd  be  ready  for  them,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  withstand  every  temptation,  and  become  the 
argest  blessings  in  those  trials  to  their  country,  their  fellow-Christians,  and  their  fellow-men. 

The  people  of  Israel  shall  in  these  troubles  be  restored  to  their  own  land.  On 
his  the  prophet  Daniel,  12  : 1,  is  explicit.  In  the  midst  of  the  trials,  when  the  enemy  is  coming 
n like  a flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a standard  against  him.  Isa.  59  : 19.  The 
Jews  shall  be  remarkably  restored:  and  this  itself  will  be  as  an  ensign  lifted  up  on  the  moun- 
tains, and  as  the  blowing  of  a trumpet  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  and  dwellers  upon  the 
earth.  Isa.  18.  There  are  two  stages  in  their  restoration;  the  first,  a gradual  and  prepara- 
tory restoration  in  a self-righteous  and  persecuting  state  (Isa.  27:12;  66  : 1,  10),  liberalizing 
and  infidel  (Ezek.  20  : 32,  33),  and  anticipating  their  peace  and  health  as  come.  Jer.  8:15;  Isa. 
66  : 3.  This  is  the  signal  to  the  nations  that  the  mystery  of  God  is  about  to  finish.  Dan.  12:7; 
Rev.  10:7.  On  this  restoration  the  last  dregs  of  their  bitter  Jewish  tribulation  are  drunk  up 
by  the  nation,  through  the  unprovoked  -jealousy,  hatred,  and  confederacy  of  the  Gentile  nations 
waging  war  against  them.  Ezek.  38  and  39;  Zech.  13:8,  9;  14  : 1,  2.  And  at  length  their 
Messiah  and  deliverer  appears  for  them.  Then  the  cup  of  trembling  is  taken  out  of  their  hand 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  those  that  afflict  them  (Isa.  51  : 17,  23),  and  passes  over  to  the  Gen- 
tiles (Rev.  19).  The  full  and  glorious  restoration  of  Israel  is  after  this  preparatory  resto- 
ration ; when  the  Jews  join  in  the  hallelujahs  of  the  last  triumph  of  the  whole  Church  of  Christ 
(Rev.  19)  on  the  return  of  our  Lord. 

The  tribulation  of  the  Gentiles  commences  with  the  seventh  vial,  and  is  the  beginning 
of  the  third  woe  trumpet,  or  the  last  judgment,  which  is  a lengthened  period,  including  the 
general  fire  described  by  St.  Peter  (Rev.  11  : 14,  18:  16  : 17,  21 ; 2 Peter  3).  The  remarkable 
union  of  these  two  is  put  before  us  by  Isaiah  66  : 22,  24,  and  by  our  Lord,  Mark  9 : 47,  49.  After 
the  unclean  spirits,  like  frogs,  which  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  beast,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  false  prophet,  have  done  their  polluting  work,  and 
gone  forth  to  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  wicked  have  followed  this 
evil  voice — the  result  is  to  gather  them  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty.  When 

1 The  pamphlet  entitled  ‘-  The  Coming  Struggle,”  from  which  some  lines  are  here  introduced,  was  extensively  circula- 
ted in  Great  Britain  in  1853,  and  its  political  prognostications  have  been  considerably  confirmed  by  subsequent  events. 
It  maintained  views  substantially  identical  with  those  of  Dr.  Cumming  and  other  leading  interpreters,  especially  as  to 
1867  being  about  the  time  of  the  close  of  this  dispensation  and  the  advent  of  Christ,  but  it  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
the  Russian  Emperor  to  be  the  Gog  of  Ezekiel  38  and  the  wilful  king  of  Daniel  11.  Recent  events  strikingly  con- 
firm the  view  long  held  by  Faber,  Frere,  Gauntlett,  Purdon,  and  others,  that  the  F’rench  Emperor,  the  septimo-octave 
head  of  the  Beast,  is  the  subject  of  those  prophecies  : but  the  Emperor  of  Russia  may  become  Daniel’s  king  of  the 
North,  and  be  vanquished  by  Napoleon  III,  who  will  thus  be  “ the  prince  of  the  chief  of  Meshech  and  Tubal.”  Cham- 
berlain's view  is  not  far  wrong,  as  Russia  will  be  confederate  with  France  at  Armageddon,  either  as  a vassal  or  an  ally. 
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the  seventh  vial  is  poured  out  it  is  said,  there  was  a great  earthquake,  such  as  was  not  since  men 
were  upon  the  earth , so  mighty  an  earthquake  and  so  great.  And  the  great  city  was  divided 
into  three  parts,  and  the  cities  of  the  nations  fell,  and  great  Babylon  came  in  remembrance 
before  God  to  give  unto  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierceness  of  His  wrath.  This  subdues 
not  however  the  wickedness  of  men ; it  is  still  declared  they  blasphemed  God,  and  then  in  the 
19th  chapter  of  Revelations  we  have  their  full  overthrow.  The  images  and  figures  and  descrip- 
tions of  this  Gentile  tribulation  are  some  of  the  most  awful  passages  in  the  prophetical  writings. 
Isa.  24 : 34,  63 ; Mai.  4;  2 Peter  3 ; Rev.  14  : 19,  20;  19.  Some  of  the  particulars  noticed  in 
the  sacred  writings  are  these : 

The  restraints  now  upon  the  wicked  will  be  removed.  Popery,  that  man  of  sin,  could 
not  manifest  itself,  because,  as  the  Thessalonians  knew,  the  Roman  government  hindered  it;  ye 
know  what  withholdeth , that  He  might  be  revealed  in  His  lime.  In  due  time  the  Roman  govern- 
ment was  removed,  and  the  man  of  sin  (whose  type  was  Judas,  the  son  of  Simon,  the  son  of  per- 
dition) opposed  and  exalted  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God.  But  there  is  a farther  with- 
holding of  evil ; he  who  now  letteth  will  let,  until  he  be  out  of  the  way,  and  then  shall  that  wicked , 
or  lawless  one,  the  full-grown  Antichrist,  like  Judas  in  his  last  stage,  show  himself,  and  be 
revealed  before  his  destruction.  By  the  overthrow  of  governments,  as  in  the  reign  of  terror  in 
France,  the  restraints  on  the  wicked  will  be  removed,  and  if  other  restraining  influences  be  also 
withdrawn,  we  may  easily  suppose  the  enormous  evils  on  every  side  that  must  then  abound. 

Popery,  as  a system  of  religion,  will  be  stripped  bare.  The  ten  horns  which  thou  sawest 
upon  the  beast,  these  shall  hate  the  whore,  and  shall  make  her  desolate  and  naked,  and  shall  eat 
her  flesh,  and  shall  burn  her  icith  fire.  Rev.  17  : 6.  Thus  Popery,  as  a system  of  iniquity,  shall 
be  manifested,  and  the  powers  of  the  earth  shall  really  hate  her.  Much  of  this  has  had  its  begin- 
ning in  the  plundering  of  church  property  in  many  papal  countries. 

There  will  be  a visible,  sudden,  and  entire  overthrow  of  the  seat  of  this  apostacy. 
Our  Lord’s  prediction  in  Revelation  is  very  plain.  Her  plagues  shall  come  in  one  day,  death, 
and  mourning,  and  famine,  and  she  shall  be  burned  with  fire ; for  strong  is  the  Lord  that 
judgeth  her.  In  one  hour  is  thy  judgment  come.  With  violence  shall  that  great  city  Babylon 
be  thrown  doicn,  and  shall  be  found  no  more  at  all.  Rev.  18.  Infidelity  may  scoff  at  these  state- 
ments. He  who  believes  God’s  words  will  stand  in  awe  of  them ; and  such  passages  clearly 
show  a violent  and  sudden  visitation  from  heaven  on  the  head  and  seat  of  the  apostacy.  And 
no  wonder  infidels  scoff  beforehand,  when  even  these  judgments  will  not  bring  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  to  true  repentance. 

* The  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  after  this  make  open  war  against  our  Lord  Christ. 
The  gatherings  for  this  war  seem  already  beginning  to  take  place.  The  kings  are  gathered 
together  by  the  three  unclean  spirits  which  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole 
world,  to  gather  them  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty.  Rev.  16:14.  These  shall 
make  war  with  the  Lamb.  Rev.  17:14.  The  war  itself  is  described  in  the  19th  chapter. 

All  the  enemies  of  Christ  unite  together  against  Him  in  this  last  war.  One  passage 
may  show  this.  I saw  the  beast,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth , and  their  armies,  gathered  together 
to  make  war  against  him  that  sat  on  the  horse , and  against  his  army ; and  the  beast  was  takenr 
and  with  him  the  false  prophet. 

Without  entering  into  explanations  of  these  predictions,  the  general  aspect  is  sufficiently  clear. 
They  all  show  a violent  conflict  and  struggle  yet  to  come,  carried  on  by  the  enemies  of  our  Lord 
against  Him  and  His  people.  The  general  tendency  of  all  these  predictions  is  clear,  and  their 
near  approach  to  our  times  must,  to  those  who  hold  the  Protestant  interpretation  of  the  Reve- 
lation, be  manifest.  The  fearful  issue  of  these  conflicts  is  an  unparalleled  vintage,  the  great 
wine-press  of  the  wrath  of  God  (Rev.  14  : 18),  and  an  unparalleled  supper,  the  supper  of  the  great 
God , filling  all  the  fowls  that  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven  with  the  flesh  of  kings,  captains,  mighty 
men,  and  all  men,  both  free  and  bond,  both  small  and  great.  Rev.  19:7,8. 

Such  are  the  plain  predictions  of  the  word  of  God  as  to  the  day  of  tribulation  yet  to  come, 
and  they  are  here  stated,  that  the  reader  may  see  the  special  reason  in  these  days  for  seeking  to 
bring  men  to  a prepared  state  for  trials ; and  that  Protestants,  who  hold  the  pure  faith  of  Christ, 
may  be  ready  for  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  this  time,  and  be  fully  blessed  in  them.  Let  us  next 
consider 

The  situation  of  God’s  children  in  these  last  trials.  We  have  an  account  in  Rev.  7 of 
the  144,000  sealed  and  preserved  from  the  last  judgments,  and  in  Rev.  14,  we  have  the  same 
company,  in  their  holy  character,  set  before  us.1  It  appears  from  Ezekiel  9,  compared  with  Rev. 
7,  that  this  sealed  class  are  preserved  from  those  judgments  which  come  upon  false  professors. 

1 This  writer  appears  to  think  jhat  the  Church  represented  by  that  of  Philadelphia  (Rev.  3 : 7),  while  preserved, 
will  yet  pass  through  a part  at  least  of  the  hour  of  temptation. 

As  he  elsewhere  considers  that  the  Philadelphian  Church  will  be  saved  from  the  infidel  persecution  during  the  last 
half  week  (or  three  and  a half  years)  between  1864  and  1868,  and  only  the  Laodicean  Church  left  to  endure  it,  it  must 
be  concluded  in  this  view  that  a portion  of  the  first  half  week,  from  1861  to  1864,  is  that  part  of  the  hour  of  temptation 
through  which  the  Philadelphian  Church  is  to  pass. 
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In  several  of  the  parables  we  have  a similar  distinction.  In  that  of  the  ten  virgins,  the  wise 
virgins,  having  oil  in  their  vessels  and  ready  for  their  Lord,  enter  in  with  him  to  the  marriage. 
But  it  is  clear  that  many  of  God’s  servants  will  be  sharers  in  these  trials. 

The  day  of  tribulation1  will  be  the  day  of  large  conversion  to  Christ.  It  will  give  striking 
advantages  to  the  saints,  for  manifesting  the  blessedness  of  true  religion.  We  have  many  ex- 
plicit statements  that  the  time  of  these  judgments  will  be  the  time  of  extended  conversion  of 
souls.  The  great  multitude  which  no  man  can  number  came  out  of  it.  Rev.  7.  The  last  gather- 
ings to  the  great  supper  are  that  the  house  may  be  tilled.  Luke  14  : 23.  We  are  assured,  when 
Thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth , the  inhabitants  of  the  world  shall  learn  righteousness.  Isaiah 
26  : 9.  The  great  harvest  of  the  Church,  possibly  in  itself  a time  of  trial,  precedes  the  full 
vintage  of  wrath.  Rev.  14.  Just  after  Daniel  mentions  this  great  tribulation  (Dan.  12  : 1),  and 
the  resurrection  following  it,  he  gives  the  most  glowing  of  all  the  promises  to  those  successful 
in  labors  for  the  spiritual  good  of  others ; they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the 
firmament , and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  forever.  This  accords  with 
that  which  he  farther  predicts : they  that  understand  among  the  people  shall  instruct  many , yet 
they  shall  fall  by  the  sword,  and  by  flame,  by  captivity,  and  by  spoil  many  days.  Thus,  as  in 
the  beginning,  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church. 

The  CHARACTER  AND  SITUATION  OF  THE  WICKED  UNDER  THESE  TRIALS  is  also  brought  before 
us.  There  are  those  who  will  remain  unconverted  under  these  unequalled  exhibitions  of  grace 
on  the  one  hand,  and  judgment  on  the  other.  As  Luther  once  said,  “I  believe  it  will  come  to 
pass,  that  the  greater  and  clearer  the  light  of  the  Gospel  is,  the  more  wicked  the  world  will  be.” 
Their  character  will  become  more  and  more  desperately  wicked  (1  Tim.  3 : 13),  and  this  wicked- 
ness more  manifest  to  all.  Rev.  19  : 19.  Even  now,  after  their  hardness  and  impenitent  heart, 
they  treasure  up  to  themselves  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment-  of  God.  It  appears  clear  that  the  tribulation  of  the  seventh  vial  serves  to  separate 
men  into  their  respective  classes,  and  not  finally  to  destroy  the  wicked.  When  the  great  hail 
out  of  heaven  falls  upon  the  wicked,  they  do  but  blaspheme  God  because  of  the  plague  of  the 
hail.  Rev.  16:21.  It  is  the  very  mark  of  Antichrist,  with  his  many  followers,  to  deny  that  Jesus 
is  coming  in  the  flesh.  2 John  7.  Thus  Pharaoh  in  Egypt  grew  more  hardened  with 

each  successive  judgment,  till  his  last  overthrow.  They  will  go  on  to  make  war  with  the  Lamb 
and  His  followers  ; and  probably  will  reduce  the  people  of  Christ  to  such  extremities  as  to  make, 
as  we  have  noticed,  their  faith  ready  to  fail,  and  their  hope  to  faint.  Their  continued  impunity, 
and  the  prolonged  absence  of  the  Lord,  produces  entire  unbelief  of  his  return  at  all  in  the  world 
(2  Peter  3:4);  and  the  excess  of  suffering,  and  the  delay  of  divine  vengeance  on  the  wicked, 
causes  despondency  in  God’s  people.  Hence  our  Lord  says,  Shall  not  God  avenge  his  oivn  elect, 
ivhich  cry  day  and  night  unto  Him,  though  He  bear  long  with  them  ? I tell  you  that  He  will 
avenge  them  speedily.  Nevertheless,  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  shall  He  find  faith  on  the 
earth  f Luke  18  : 7,  8. 

Arm  yourselves  with  the  mind  of  Christ  about  suffering.  To  be  like  Him  is  the  glory  of 
a Christian.  He  foresaw,  with  perfect  distinctness  and  foreknowledge,  all  the  bitter  cup  which 
He  had  to  taste.  He  knew  His  sorrows  beforehand,  far  more  distinctly  than  we  can  possibly 
know  any  sufferings  through  which  we  have  to  go,  and  yet  He  withheld  not  Himself  from  His 
overwhelming  baptism,  and  was  only  straitened  till  it  was  accomplished.  Amidst  all  tempta- 
tions, from  friends  and  from  foes,  from  the  world  aud  the  devil,  and  from  those  infirmities  of  our 
nature,  with  the  feeling  of  which  he  was  touched, — look  at  the  invincible  firmness,  patience, 
meekness,  gentleness,  love,  and  faithfulness  of  our  Divine  Lord.  Truly  we  must  look  much  to 
Jesus,  if  we  would  be  armed  with  His  mind.  He  will  give  us  His  Spirit;  He  will  strengthen 
us  with  His  grace.  He  will  impart  to  us  His  mind. 

Now  gather  Scriptural  truth,  that  may  be  as  oil  in  our  lamps  for  the  day  of  neces- 
sity. A man  unacquainted  with  all  that  God  has  foretold  in  His  word  of  events  yet  to  come, 
and  expecting  things  only  to  go  on  as  they  have  done,  must  be  taken  unawares  by  them  (Luke 
21  : 34),  and  so  wholly  unprepared.  While  he  who  has  attended  to  God’s  warnings,  and  trea- 
sured up  all  His  gracious  statements  of  what  has  to  take  place,  will  not  be  taken  by  surprise, 
but  will  be  found  ready  and  provided  against  the  evil  day.  The  prepared  Christian,  who  remem- 
bers what  Christ  has  beforehand  told  him,  will  be  able,  amidst  all  the  unusual  shakings  and 
convulsions  of  that  day,  and  the  terrors  of  his  fellow-men,  to  lift  up  his  head.  He  knows  the 
end  of  the  Lord,  he  sees  his  redemption  and  that  of  the  whole  earth  approaching,  and  with  this 
hope  he  can  be  full  of  confidence,  peace,  and  joy. 

1 The  appalling  time  of  trouble  (Dan.  12 : 1)  may  cover  the  first,  as  well  as  the  last,  half  of  Daniel’s  week  of  seven 
years  (Dan.  9:27),  which  septennial  period,  according  to  Bickersteth  and  others,  extends  from  1861  to  1868;  and 
in  1864,  the  midst  of  the  week,  Antichrist’s  infidel  persecution  begins,  from  which,  however,  the  Philadelphian 
Church  (Rev.  3 : 7),  or  the  144,000  is  saved.  (See  the  closing  paragraph  on  the  date  666,  page  32.) 

Thus,  according  to  these  eminent  interpreters,  strong  grounds  exist  for  supposing  that  Christ’s  faithful  people  may 
be  removed  from  the  earth  about  the  year  1864,  if  not  before,  instead  of  waiting  until  the  second  stage  in  Christ’s 
coming,  about  the  year  1868.  There  may  be  much  affliction  and  tribulation  from  1861  to  1864;  but  it  seems  that  the 
great  tribulation,  in  its  chief  intensity,  will  last  from  1864  to  1868. 
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Ask  for  grace  to  be  bold  in  the  confession  of  truth.  This  did  the  Apostles,  and  they 
were  heard.  Acts  4:29.  True  it  is  this  boldness  will  expose  us  to  ridicule  and  bitter  hatred  of 
evil  men  ; true  it  is  even  Christians  may  blame  us,  and  they  of  our  own  household  think  we  carry 
matters  much  too  far;  true  it  is  we  may  have  thereby  to  suffer  and  be  shamefully  entreated, 
even  though  we  had  the  wisdom,  love,  and  humility  of  Paul,  yet  still  let  us  be  bold  in  oar  God, 
to  speak  the  Gospel  of  God , with  much  contention.  Oh  how  great  a grace  is  given  to  a Chris- 
tian, when  he  is  enabled  to  look  off  the  praise  of  man  as  a small  thing,  and  one  to  be  despised, 
when  put  in  competition  with  the  praise  of  God ; and  with  large  love  to  all,  with  humility,  and 
patience,  and  simplicity  of  mind  to  seek  only  God’s  approval.  This  will  give  us  real  boldness, 
as  it  did  to  Peter  and  John  before  all  the  rulers  of  the  Jews  ( Axts  4: 13,  19),  and  so  make  us 
large  blessings  to  His  Church.  The  hope  of  the  Redeemer’s  return  is  peculiarly  calculated  to 
embolden  and  strengthen  even  the  timid  and  weak  believer  faithfully  to  confess  present  and 
needful  truth. 

Be  diligent  in  seeking  to  save  souls.  The  .words  of  our  Saviour  should  especially  now  be 
our  purpose  and  guide  day  by  day.  I must  work  the  works  of  Him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is 
day ; the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work.  As  long  as  I am  in  the  world,  1 am  the  light 
of  the  world.  Soon  the  present  opportunities  of  spreading  divine  truth,  freedom,  and  liberty  of 
action,  and  means  of  reaching  all  quarters  of  the  earth,  as  far  as  regards  the  exertions  of  the 
children  of  God,  may  be  greatly  impeded  or  wholly  taken  from  us.  Soon  we  may  be  despoiled 
of  the  many  advantages  we  now  have  for  doing  good  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men ; but  if 
we  now  scatter  the  seed  it  may  be  harrowed  in  even  in  those  days,  aud  ultimately  bring  a glo- 
rious harvest,  in  which  we  shall  forever  rejoice.  He  that  winneth  souls  is  wise.  Let  this  be 
the  wisdom  which  we  choose  and  prefer,” 

Although  the  years  1867-1868  are  clearly  pointed  out  by  nine  chronological  dates,  and  the 
four  apocalyptic  septenaries,  as  being  about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  millennium, 
the  complete  cleansing  of  the  sanctuary,  the  end  of  the  Jewish  “ seven  times”  chastisement,  the 
standing  of  the  righteous  in  their  lot,  and  the  destruction  of  Antichrist  by  Christ’s  descent  with 
his  saints  at  Armageddon,  yet  the  advent  of  Christ  in  its  first  stage  is  indicated  as  exceedingly 
probable  to  occur  about  the  period  1861-64;  while  in  its  second  stage  it  does  not  appear  to 
take  place  until  1867-68.  This  important  distinction  between  the  two  stages  in  the  advent  is 
not  generally  understood,  but  it  has  been  fully  stated  and  explained  for  many  years  past  in  the 
writings  of  some  of  the  best  English  expositors.  These  two  steps  or  stages  consist  (1)  in  the 
Lord’s  appearance  in  the  air  when  the  saints  are  caught  up  to  meet  him,  and  (2)  his  descent 
with  these  saints  upon  Mt.  Olivet,  at  Armageddon. 

The  Rev.  E.  Winthrop,  Episcopal  Minister,  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Cincinnati,  thus  describes 
the  two  stages  or  manifestations  in  the  advent  in  his  Second  Advent  Lectures  (1843)  p.  163  : 

“We  gather  from  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  that  the  order  of  events  will 
perhaps  be  something  like  this : The  trumpet  of  the  archangel  sounds,  the  dead  in  Christ  are 
raised  from  their  graves,  the  living  saints  who  have  a part  in  the  first  resurrection  are  caught  up 
together  with  them  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air.  The  judgment  of  the  saints  or  the 
assigning  to  each  his  appropriate  reward  and  portion  in  the  kingdom  takes  place  while  they  are  all 
in  the  clouds,  and  as  we  also  think,  far  beyond  the  ken  of  mortals  in  the  flesh.  As  this  judgment  is 
not  for  the  satisfaction  of  God  himself,  but  to  vindicate  his  doings  in  the  eyes  of  others,  this  trial  or 
judgment  of  the  saints,  and  rendering  to  each  according  to  his  works,  must  occupy,  it  would 
seem,  a considerable  portion  of  time,  and  may  perhaps  take  up  several  years.  We  do  not  say 
positively  that  it  will,  but  only  that  it  may.  The  wicked,  who  at  first  were  startled  and  terrified, 
seeing  that  all  things  now  return  for  a season  to  somewhat  the  same  condition  as  before,  become 
more  hardened  than  ever.  But  in  a moment  when  they  least  expect  it,  and  when  those  of  the 
Jews  who  have  returned  to  Jerusalem  seem  just  on  the  point  of  destruction,  Messiah  and  his 
saints  marshalled  in  their  respective  ranks,  each  having  his  appropriate  work  assigned  him,  de- 
scend in  visible  glory.  The  great  battle  of  Armageddon  then  takes  place,  subsequent,  as  the 
reader  will  perceive,  to  the  rapture  into  the  air  of  the  living  saints. 

The  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet,  as  we  read  in  Rev.  19,  with  all  their  wicked  confederacy, 
are  gathered  together  to  engage  in  battle  array  against  the  warrior  horseman  and  the  armies 
that  followed  him  out  of  heaven  ; in  other  words,  as  the  context  shows,  they  are  assembled  to- 
gether against  Messiah,  the  King,  and  his  glorified  saints.  The  result  is  that  the  Beast  and  the 
False  Prophet  are  cast  alive,  body  and  soul,  into  the  lake  of  fire,  and  the  remnant  slain  with  the 
sword  of  the  warrior  horseman.  From  this  summary  of  events,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  a con- 
siderable portion  of  time  may  elapse  between  the  resurrection  of  the  saints  and  their  descent 
with  the  Lord  to  the  Mt.  of  Olives  at  the  battle  of  Armageddon,  the  objection  is  obviated  as  to 
the  possibility  of  Christ’s  coming  at  any  time.  For  while  judgment  of  the  saints  is  taking 
place  in  the  air,  there  may  be  a restoration  of  part  of  the  Jewish  people  to  Palestine,  and  a 
gathering  of  all  nations  to  Jerusalem  (Zech.  14:  1),  the  revelation  of  the  personal  Antichrist 
may  also  perhaps  take  place  between  these  two  manifestations  of  Christ  at  his  second  advent. 
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Christ  may  come  at  any  moment.  Watch  therefore  and  pray  always.  It  is  quite  probable  that 
the  generation  now  living  (1843),  or  at  least  a portion  of  it,  may  see  our  Lord’s  prophecy  com- 
pletely fulfilled  by  his  second  advent  in  glory.” 

The  celebrated  Cuninghame,  of  Lainshaw,  likewise  speaks  very  clearly  of  the  distinction 
between  the  two  stages  in  the  advent  in  his  work  on  the  Apocalypse.  After  quoting  from  a 
writer  who  says  that  “the  first  French  revolution  was  but  the  beginning  of  woes” — that  “it  was 
an  earthquake , and  Europe  has  too  easily  flattered  herself  that  its  effects  had  spent  themselves 
in  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon,”  Mr.  Cuninghame  proceeds  as  follows: 

“ Amidst  this  commixture  of  dread  and  alarm,  and  these  groanings  of  distressed  nations,  and 
fond  whisperings  of ‘peace,  peace,’  suddenly  as  the  blaze  of  forked  lightning,  unexpectedly  as 
the  fall  of  the  trap  upon  the  ensnared  animal,  and  as  the  dark  and  concealed  approach  of  the 
midnight  thief,  a voice  like  that  of  ten  thousand  thunders,  shall  burst  on  the  ears  of  the  astonished 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  It  is  the  voice  of  the  Archangel.  It  is  the  trump  of  God.  It  is  the 
descent  of  the  Son  of  God.  He  cometh — He  cometh  to  judge  the  earth.  His  dead  saints  spring 
from  the  dust — his  living  saints,  in  a moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  are  changed,  and  both 
together  are  rapt  up  far  above  the  clouds,  to  meet  Him  (1  Thess.  4:  17),  long  before  he  is  seen 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

This,  I conceive,  is  the  great  event  that  we  are  now  to  look  for.  So  far  as  I can  discern,  no 
further  signs  are  to  be  expected ; as  it  seems  to  me,  we  have  entered  into  that  last  period  of 
awful  expectation  during  which  the  church  is  likened  to  the  Ten  Virgins.  When  I published 
the  former  editions  of  this  work,  not  having  seen  the  distinction  in  time  between  the  advent  of 
our  Lord  in  the  air,  and  his  descent  to  this  earth  in  the  day  of  Armageddon,  I conceived  that 
the  restoration  of  Judah  was  to  precede  the  advent.  I now  believe  that  this  restoration  is  to 
begin  just  at  the  rapture  of  the  saints,  and  that  they  are  to  be  led  through  the  wilderness  as  for- 
merly, by  the  pillar  of  a cloud  by  day,  and  of  fire  by  night,  without  knowing  their  conductor  as 
the  crucified  Nazarene.  That  the  Lord  himself  is  to  lead  Israel  through  the  wilderness,  and 
plead  with  them  face  to  face,  appears  evident  from  Micah  2:  12,  13,  and  7:  15-17,  compared 
with  Ezek.  20:  33-37 ; yet,  from  Zech.  12:  10,  it  is  apparent  that  their  discovery  of  the  crucified 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  as  their  conductor  and  guide,  belongs  to  a later  period.  That  the  appearance 
also  described  in  the  last  passage  is  a different  one  from  the  former,  is  manifest,  for  two  reasons  : 
first,  it  is  in  another  place,  viz.,  Jerusalem,  whereas  the  former  one  was  in  the  wilderness,  Ezek. 
20  : 35  ; secondly,  it  is  at  a later  period,  viz.,  after  their  restoration  to  their  own  land,  and  when 
the  confederacy  of  the  nations  shall  have  come  against  Jerusalem  ; whereas  the  former  was 
before  their  restoration.  The  history  of  Joseph  shall  be  reacted  in  its  antitype  in  all  its  parts. 
They  shall  be  fed  and  led  by  their  brother,  the  mystic  Joseph,  aud  shall  stand  in  his  presence 
without  knowing  him. 

At  the  very  same  time  that  the  saints  are  caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord,  and  the  restoration  of 
Judah  commences,  the  whirlwind  of  wrath  shall  go  forth  against  the  Roman  earth — the  political 
heavens  shall  pass  away  as  a scroll — the  war  of  Armageddon  shall  commence,  and,  in  its  awful 
progress,  it  shall  make  the  world  a wilderness.  It  may  probably  begin  as  an  intestine  war  of 
the  nations  against  themselves,  tearing  to  pieces  every  kingdom  and  state,  and  establishing,  first 
a fierce  democracy  on  the  ruins  of  monarchical  rule,  ending  at  length  in  military  despotism.  It 
is  during  these  awful  and  bloody  struggles  that  the  Roman  earth  shall  be  moulded  into  that  great 
confederacy  which  is  to  perish  in  battle  against  the  Lamb  and  his  celestial  hosts.  This  con- 
federacy shall  be  headed  by  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning,  the  Assyrian  of  Isaiah,  who,  though 
only  one  of  the  regal  horns  of  the  Beast,  shall  range  under  his  military  feoffship  all  the  regal 
powers  of  the  Western  empire. 

Now,  as  these  events  must  occupy  a considerable  interval  of  years,  and  as  I hold  it  to  be 
already  proved  that  our  Lord  comes  to  the  air,  and  takes  his  saints,  before  the  war  of  Arma- 
geddon; and  also  before  he  conducts  Israel  through  the  wilderness,  even  as  he  was  manifested 
to  Moses  before  the  first  Exodus,  and  as  he  was  actually  present  with  the  hosts  of  Israel  (Ex.  14 : 
24,  25),  in  their  passage  through  the  Red  Sea,  I must  conclude  that  a long  interval  will  also 
elapse  between  the  first  appearance  above  the  clouds  and  the  descent  mentioned  in  Zech.  14:  4,  5, 
and  Rev.  If) : 1 1. 

During  the  whole  of  this  interval  the  glorified  church  shall  be  with  our  Lord  in  the  air.  If 
it  be  asked,  whether  while  one  complex  series  of  events  is  to  be  going  forward  upon  earth,  all 
preparatory  to  the  great  catastrophe  of  the  treading  of  the  wine-press,  any  parallel  series  is  to  be 
proceeding  in  the  church  above,  preparatory  to  the  glorious  antithesis  of  that  catastrophe,  namely, 
the  descent  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  the  city  of  our  God,  and  the  establishment  of  our  Lord’s 
kingdom,  I answer,  that  though  it  becomes  us  to  use  reverential  caution  in  prying  into  these 
high  mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  yet  it  does  appear  to  me,  that  we  are  not  left  altogether  without 
light  in  the  Scriptures  on  these  points. 

When  the  raised  and  changed  saints  are  caught  up  to  meet  our  Lord  above  the  clouds,  there 
shall  be  found  assembled  before  him  the  whole  of  the  church  of  the  first-born,  without  one  lacking. 
At  first,  however,  we  conceive  of  this  immense  multitude  as  standing  in  one  mass  of  celestial 
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bodies,  shining  with  resplendent  glory,  reflected  as  it  were  from  the  irradiation  of  the  divine 
effulgence  of  their  common  Lord.  There  remains  yet  to  be  effected,  the  marshalling  of  these 
heavenly  armies  in  their  various  orders  and  degrees  of  glory  and  dominion.  Of  this  comely  and 
glorious  array,  in  which  the  saints  shall  descend  with  our  Lord,  when  he  treads  the  wine-press, 
we  have  the  type  in  the  marshalling  of  the  hosts  of  Israel,  in  Numb.  I and  2.  And  to  the  church 
triumphant  thus  marshalled,  I conceive  also  the  words  of  Balaam,  in  Numb.  24 : 5,  6,  have  a 
mystical  relation.  But  this  marshalling  of  the  saints,  in  their  various  degrees  of  glory,  supposes 
a previous  judgment  according  to  works,  since  this  is  absolutely  necessary  thereunto.  See  Bom. 
14:  10-12,  2 Cor.  v.  10,  and  sundry  other  passages  of  Scripture,  but  especially  the  parable  of 
the  pounds,  in  which  the  judgment  according  to  works  is  placed  immediately  after  our  Lord 
receives  the  kingdom.  (Luke  19  : 13-15.)  Now,  the  extreme  particularity  of  this  judgment, 
which  is  for  the  vindication  of  the  divine  justice  and  impartiality  in  the  eyes  of  all  intelligent 
creation,  seems  to  demand  a considerable  interval.  Next,  as  I conceive,  to  this  judgment  of  the 
glorified  church,  follows  the  marriage,  Rev.  19:7.  There  is  also  the  solemn  investiture  of  our 
Lord  in  the  kingdom,  on  which  occasion  he  adds  to  the  stephanos,  crown , which  he  wears  in 
chap.  14:  14,  the  diademata  polla,  many  diadems,  with  which  he  comes  forth  in  the  day  of  the 
treading  of  the  wine-press,  19  : 12.  All  these  events  do,  in  their  relation  to  the  divine  attributes 
of  power  and  omniscience,  require,  indeed,  only  a moment  of  time  ; but  in  their  relation  to  the 
capacities  of  the  creature,  for  whose  instruction  and  manifestation  of  the  divine  glory  they  are 
intended,  they  require  a considerable  lapse  of  time. 

I remark,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  interval  between  the  Exodus  of  Israel  from  Egypt,  and 
their  entrance  into  Canaan,  appears  to  be  in  many  respects  a type  of  the  interval  between  the 
rapture  of  the  glorified  church  out  of  the  mystic  Egypt  (Rev.  11 : 8),  into  the  air  to  meet  the 
Lord,  and  her  subsequent  descent  with  him.  Israel,  after  passing  through  the  Red  Sea,  was,  as 
it  were,  buried  in  seclusion  from  the  world  in  the  solitudes  of  Sinai,  and  there  received  the  in- 
stitutions of  Moses.  In  like  manner,  I apprehend,  when  our  Lord  first  comes  into  the  air,  the 
sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  shall  appear,  the  same,  perhaps,  as  the  ensign  of  Isaiah,  18  : 3.  But 
the  saints  being  rapt  up,  the  sensible  signs  of  his  presence  shall  be  withdrawn.  Shrouded  and 
enshrined  in  celestial  light,  wholly  inaccessible  to  mortal  eyes,  our  Lord  shall  with  his  saints 
direct  all  the  movements  of  the  storm  of  wrath  ; and  after  the  children  of  men  shall  have  re- 
covered from  their  first  sensations  of  horror  and  dismay,  occasioned  by  the  voice  of  the  Archan- 
gel, and  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man,  they  shall,  like  Pharaoh,  be  judicially  hardened;  and, 
deceived  by  the  devil,  they  shall  gather  themselves  to  the  battle  of  the  Great  Day,  altogether 
insensible  against  whom  they  are  fighting. 

In  this  sanctuary  of  unseen  and  celestial  light,  the  glorified  Church  may  probably  receive 
from  her  Lord  the  institutions  of  his  kingdom  in  the  new  earth,  and  may  thus  be  prepared  to 
fill  her  high  office  of  subordinate  and  yet  conjunct  dominion  and  priestly  ministrations  in  the 
age  to  come.  And  as  the  Hebrew  Church  received  from  Moses,  when  in  the  wilderness,  the 
book  of  Genesis,  containing  the  history  of  creation,  and  of  the  world  and  the  Church,  down  to 
the  end  of  the  patriarchal  age,  it  seems  agreeable  to  this  analogy  that  the  glorified  Church  should, 
along  with  the  institutions  of  the  age  to  come,  receive,  while  with  her  Lord  in  the  air,  a full  re- 
cord of  all  the  past  mysteries  of  Creation,  Providence,  and  Redemption — without  which  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  saints  can  possess  the  necessary  qualifications  for  administering  the  affairs 
of  the  kingdom.”  (Cuninghame  on  the  Apocalypse,  pp.  491-497,  3d  ed.  London,  1832.) 

The  following  statements  may  help  to  show  the  two  stages  in  Christ’s  coming,  and  to  answer 
to  the  objection  that  we  are  not  to  expect  the  advent  until  the  battle  of  Armageddon. 

I.  From  1 Thess.  4:  17,  it  is  manifest  that  our  Lord’s  first  advent  is  in  the  air,  and  that  there 
his  saints  meet  him. 

II.  From  Zech.  14  it  is  manifest  that  subsequently  to  our  Lord’s  first  appearance  in  the  air, 
he  descends  to  the  surface  of  this  earth;  though  what  interval  of  time  passes  between  these 
events  is  unrevealed. 

III.  From  Matt.  25  , 1-10,  we  learn  that  the  first  event  after  our  Lord’s  appearance  in  the 
air,  and  the  gathering  of  the  elect,  is  the  marriage. 

IV.  In  Rev.  19  : 7,  it  is  said,  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come.  But  by  Position  III,  it  is 
established  that  the  marriage  is  after  the  appearance  in  the  air;  therefore  Rev.  19  : 7 relates  to 
a point  in  time  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  Lord  in  the  air. 

V.  The  appearance  in  Rev.  19  : 14,  is  subsequent  to  the  marriage;  therefore  our  Lord  now 
is  seen  followed  by  his  saints,  the  armies  that  are  in  heaven.  This  appearance  seems  to  be 
identified  with  that  in  Zech.  12 : 10,  14:  4-5.  As  this  is  the  appearance  at  the  battle  of  Arma- 
geddon, it  is  plain  that  the  translation  of  the  saints  takes  place  some  time  before  that  event. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Purdon,  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  able  author  of  “ The  Last  Vials,” 
(published  monthly,  and  the  best  interpreter  of  the  prophecies  regarding  the  infidel  Antichrist), 
thus  graphically  delineates  the  two  stages  of  Christ’s  coming,  and  their  accompanying  events  : 

“ The  coming  of  the  Lord  is  divided,  as  we  have  often  said,  into  two  stages.  He  first  descends 
from  the  highest  heavens  into  the  “air,”  and  there  he  continues  for  a length  of  time  amounting  per- 
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haps  to  several  years.  After  a certain  number  of  years  he  descends  from  the  air  into  the  earth,  “and 
his  feet  shall  stand  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  which  is  by  Jerusalem,  on  the  east.”  (Zeeh.  14.) 
The  word  “ air,”  which  is  used  by  St.  Paul  in  the  Thessalonians,  must  not  be  understood  of  the 
atmosphere  of  the  earth.  The  earth’s  atmosphere,  made  up  of  a respirable  fluid,  reaches  hardly 
fifty  miles  above  the  surface.  It  is  by  no  means  to  be  supposed  that  the  Lord  will  approach  so 
near  the  earth  in  the  first  stage  of  his  descent.  Philosophy  has  proved  that  there  is  a thin  and 
imperceptible  fluid  which  spreads  out  through  the  whole  region  of  the  stars  ; so  fine  that  it  can- 
not even  absorb  the  light  which  travels  from  the  sun  to  the  earth,  100,000,000  of  miles,  and 
producing  no  effect  except  upon  the  light  of  the  stars,  after  a progress  of  millions  of  millions  of 
miles.  Yet  this  refined  fluid  is  “air”  as  strictly  as  our  own  atmosphere.  It  is  no  more  than  a 
kind  of  atmospheric  air  infinitely  rarified.  But  it  is  not,  we  may  suppose,  the  atmosphere  of  the 
highest  heavens:  consequently,  when  the  Lord  descends  from  the  highest  heavens  towards  the 
earth,  he  will  descend  into  the  “ air” — not  into  the  air  of  the  earth,  but  into  the  “ air”  of  the 
stellar  universe — and  his  distance  from  our  world  may  be  as  great  as  the  distance  of  the 
most  remote  star,  though  less  than  that  of  the  heaven  of  heavens.  In  the  1st  of  Thessalonians 
St.  Paul  tells  us  what  is  to  take  place  when  the  Lord  descends  into  the  air.  “The  dead  in 
Christ  shall  rise  first:  then  we  who  are  alive  and  remain  shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them 
in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord.”  At  the  first 
moment  of  the  Lord’s  descent,  the  departed  saints  shall  rise  from  the  grave.  By  some  secret 
power  their  bodies  shall  be  extracted  from  the  dust  and  raised  up  again,  more  alive  than  ever. 
We  need  not  suppose  any  disruption  of  the  grave, — any  mark  left  upon  the  surface  of  the 
ground, — to  indicate  that  the  Resurrection  has  taken  place.  The  grass  may  grow,  the  tomb- 
stone may  remain  undisturbed,  yet  the  body  which  lay  beneath  may  have  risen  again.  The 
world  at  large  may  be  unconscious  of  any  resurrection.  “ Here  lieth  the  body”  may  be  engraven 
upon  the  tomb,  when  that  body  may  be  far  away  among  the  stars.  Divine  Power  may  work  its 
miracles  without  deigning  to  admit  the  ungodly  to  its  councils.  The  dead  bodies  of  the  saints 
have  passed  from  the  scene  of  death,  as  invisibly  as  an  exhalation  from  the  sea  under  the  power 
of  the'midday  sun. 

“The  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first.”  From  this  we  may  conclude  that  all  the  departed 
saints  shall  rise  at  the  first  resurrection,  which  is  therefore  called  the  Resurrection  of  the  Just. 
But  whether  all  the  living  saints  shall  be  taken  up  at  once  is  a very  different  question.  We 
have  often  before  expressed  our  belief  that  they  may  not.  Can  those  who  obstinately  deny, 
ridicule,  and  even  hate,  the  Personal  Reign,  expect  to  have  a share  in  its  glories  without  first 
passing  through  the  Great  Tribulation?  This  is  a most  serious  question.  We  have  heard  of  men 
who  preach  the  Gospel  of  Redemption,  and  yet  who  hate  so  deeply  the  doctrine  of  the  Personal 
Reign,  that  they  even  condemn  it  as  a heresy,  and  warn  their  hearers  to  reject  it  as  a pernicious 
error.  That  such  men  preach  the  true  Gospel  we  utterly  deny.  They  preach  only  half  a Gospel, 
and  only  half  a Christ.  They  preach  just  as  much  as  falls  in  with  human  arrogance, — just  as 
much  as  serves  the  interest  of  man,  without  a proper  regard  for  the  glory  of  Christ.  We 
must  doubt  whether  they  shall  have  any  part  in  the  first  rapture.  They  may  be  left  behind  for 
a season,  they  may  be  compelled  to  pass  the  fires  of  the  Great  Tribulation,  that  they  may  learn 
to  estimate  the  value  of  that  which  they  have  despised,  and  may  be  forced  to  cry  out  at  last, 
“O  that  thou  wouldest  rend  the  heavens,  that  thou  wouldest  come  down  !” — that  what  they  once 
despised  as  an  absurdity  may  be  welcomed  as  their  last  refuge  in  despair.  We  have  long  ago 
expressed  a doubt  as  to  the  simultaneous  removal  of  all  the  Living  Saints.  We  almost  feel 
persuaded  that  the  five  foolish  Virgins  are  representatives  of  true  believers,  who,  for  their 
selfishness,  shall  be  left  behind  to  pass  through  the  Great  Tribulation,  and  who  shall  have  no 
benefit  from  the  Second  Advent  until  they  have  been  compelled,  by  terrible  experience,  to  say: 
“Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  It  is  remarkable  that  the  principal  charge 
against  the  Jews  was  founded  upon  their  indifference  to  this  very  point.  They  cared  nothing  for 
the  Advent  of  the  Lord:  they  felt  no  desire  for  his  personal  presence.  Therefore  their  house 
wras  “ left  unto  them  desolate.”  Strange  it  is,  that  while  we  are  so  ready  to  condemn  the  Jews, 
we  ourselves  are  more  guilty  even  than  they.  They  had  but  the  Old  Testament  Scripture, — we 
have  both  the  Old  and  New.  And  yet  the  personal  presence  of  the  Lord  is  as  much  forgotten, 
despised,  and  disregarded,  among  Christians  as  it  ever  was  among  Scribes  and  Pharisees. 
Can  such  men  expect  to  share  in  all  the  glories  of  the  Personal  Reign  without  (first)  passing 
through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  the  Great  Tribulation  ? This  question  is  deserving  of  serious 
reflection. 

Let  us  turn  from  this  dreary  subject  to  others  as  important.  Let  us  not  forget  the  importance 
of  the  words  “ I come  as  a Thief.”  The  object  of  a thief  is  to  steal;  and  to  steal  suddenly 
and  secretly.  Suddenly  and  secretly  the  Lord  will  descend  into  the  air  from  the  highest  heavens. 
He  will  descend  from  the  immeasurable  heights  of  space  into  the  fields  of  ether  which  surround 
the  stars.  From  that  still  incalculable  distance,  he  will  send  forth  his  summons  to  the  living 
saints  and  to  the  dead.  “ The  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  We  (the  living)  shall  be 
changed.  In  a moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump.”  He  will  steal  the  Church 
away  both  suddenly  and  secretly. 
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What  will  be  the  world’s  condition  when  Christ  has  stolen  awray  the  Church  ? It  will  be  that 
which  is  represented  by  the  parable : “ the  last  state  of  that  man  shall  be  worse  than  the  first.” 
When  the  Church  has  been  removed  it  will  ascend  into  the  “ air”  to  meet  the  Lord.  It  will  re- 
main with  the  Lord  in  the  heavenly  places  until  the  time  when  he  shall  descend  upon  the  Mount 
of  Olives.  But  the  heavenly  places  are  now  occupied  by  the  Devil  and  his  armies  (see  Ephes. 
6) ; the  armies  of  Satan  are  encamped  on  the  azure  fields  of  the  skies,  like  an  army  of  men 
encamped  upon  a plain.  The  Devil  will  be  attacked  by  Michael  and  his  angels,  and  will  be 
driven  by  force  of  arms  from  the  heavenly  places,  neither  shall  “their  place  be  found  any  more 
in  heaven.”  Then  the  Great  Dragon  shall  be  cast  out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  shall  be 
cast  out  with  him.  “ Therefore  rejoice,  ye  heavens,  and  ye  that  dwell  in  them.  Woe  to  the  in- 
habited of  the  earth  and  of  the  sea!  for  the  Devil  is  come  down  unto  you,  having  great  wrath, 
because  he  knoweth  that  he  hath  but  a short  time.”  (See  Rev.  12,  throughout.)1 

While  these  great  events  take  their  course  in  the  heavens,  what  will  he  the  condition  of  the 
earth?  Astonishment  and  dismay  at  first,  and  hardened  impiety  at  last,  will  overspread  the  world. 
When  the  morning  comes,  tens  of  thousands  will  be  missing — vanished  altogether,  without  leav- 
ing a trace  behind  ! — one  taken  and  another  left  I All  other  thoughts  will  be  overwhelmed;  all 
Other  conversation  will  cease.  The  disappearance  of  the  Church  will  occupy  every  mind.  The 
public  journals  will  be  filled  with  intelligence,  poured  in  from  all  sides,  of  this  miraculous  van- 
ishing of  thousands.  Error,  misunderstanding,  and  dismay,  will  fill  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
left  behind.  Yet  a glimmering  suspicion  of  the  real  fact  will  arise  in  a few.  No  doubt  the  re- 
moval of  the  Church  will  be  a most  powerful  means  for  awakening  those  who  constitute  the 
Woman's  seed,  after  the  Church  itself  shall  be  gone.  No  exhortation,  no  miracle,  has  ever  been 
so  effectual  as  the  rapture  of  the  Living  Saints  will  prove,  in  “turning  the  hearts  of  the  disobe- 
dient to  the  wisdom  of  the  just.”  Then  the  war  will  break  forth  in  heaven — the  true  Miltonic 
war,  which  the  poet  has  so  presumptuously  anticipated.  We  may  suppose  that  clouds  and  dark- 
ness, and  thunder  in  the  atmosphere,  will  indicate  to  the  world  the  tremendous  conflict  in  the 
skies.  We  may  suppose  that  the  elements  will  be  shaken,  when  even  heaven  itself  will  shake 
throughout  its  “everlasting  frame.”  The  battle  is  won!  The  Devil  and  his  armies  are  driven 
headlong  from  the  skies.  They  rush  down  into  the  earth,  like  a discomfited  host,  and  fill  the 
whole  atmosphere  of  the  planets.  The  earth  becomes  peopled  with  demons,  not  only  formidable 
by  their  strength  and  numbers,  but  by  their  implacable  rage.  Knowing  that  their  time  is  short, 
they  will  compensate  for  its  brevity  by  a seven-fold  effort.  “ Woe  to  the  inhabiters  of  the  earth 
and  of  the  sea  1”  Many  a one  who  now  scoffs  at  these  awful  truths  will  then— too  late — upbraid 
his  own  heart,  and  wish  that  he  could  exchange  places  with  the  meanest  of  the  saints  1 Then 
all  will  be  compelled  to  own — That  the  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  the  greatest 
upon  earth. 

Our  Lord’s  injunction  to  all  his  disciples  is,  that  they  should  watch  and  pray,  since  they  know 
not  at  what  hour  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.  Nothing  in  Scripture  is  more  emphatically  expressed ; — 
few  things  so  frequently  repeated; — yet  nothing  is  so  thoroughly  neglected.  Nearly  all  the 
sects  of  Christendom  have  conspired  to  forget,  or  explain  away,  the  sublime  subject  of  the 
“Appearing  and  Kingdom.”  To  such  it  will  be  a terrible  surprise  when  “one  shall  be  taken 
and  the  other  left.”  When  the  war  of  angels  shall  shake  the  heavens,  and  Satan  and  his  armies 
shall  be  driven  into  the  earth  to  glut  their  rage  upon  mankind.  Then,  indeed,  the  sleeping  con- 
gregations will  awake.  They  will  turn  round  upon  their  faithless  ministers,  and  upbraid  them  with 
their  faithlessness.  They  will  cry  out  in  their  anguish,  “ Woe  unto  me  1 The  treacherous  dealers 
have  dealt  treacherously  ; yea,  the  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  very  treacherously.”  The 
treacherous  dealers  are  the  Gospel  ministers  who  have  suppressed  the  solemn  truth  of  the  “Ap- 
pearing and  Kingdom,”  and  have  set  up  their  own  feeble  voice  in  place  of  the  thunders  of  the 
Messiah. 

We  now  (1860)  find  ourselves  at  the  point  which  corresponds  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Sixth  Vial, 
and  the  pouring  out  of  the  Seventh.  So,  at  least,  it  appears , as  far  as  the  primary  fulfilment  is  con- 
cerned. We  seem,  therefore,  to  have  now  arrived  at  a direct  crisis — a moment  in  which  we  may 
hear,  at  any  time,  the  cry  of  “Behold,  I come.”  We  need  wait  for  no  event  to  happen,  for  no 
signal  to  be  given,  for  no  more  delay, — but  may  at  any  time  be  exposed  to  the  “Coming  of  the 
Thief.”  He  may  come  to  steal  the  Church  away,  and  to  leave  the  world  robbed  of  its  defenders, 
and  without  one  bulwark  to  repel  the  hosts  of  darkness  who  surround  it.  Blessed  are  those  who 
shall  be  taken  ; woe  to  the  inhabiters  of  the  earth  who  shall  be  left!  The  three  evil  spirits  have 
long  ago.  gone  forth.  The  Euphrates  (in  its  primary  sense)  is  all  but  dried  up.  The  Seventh 
Vial  (in  the  same  primary  sense)  may  be  ready  to  be  poured  out.  What  may  be  looked  for  now 
but  the  “ Coming  as  a thief?”  We  speak  doubtfully.  To  be  positive  would  be  worse  than  pre- 
sumptuous. But  we  are  expressly  told  to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times ; and  one  must  be 
blind,  indeed,  not  to  discern  the  signs  of  the  approaching  thunder-storm  1 

lThis  is  a description  of  the  secondary  literal  fulfilment  of  Kev.  12.  Its  primary  mystical  fulfilment  applies  to  the 
casting  down  of  Paganism  from  high  places  in  the  political  firmament,  in  313  A.  D. 


12 


In  Rev.  18  we  are  told  of  the  destruction  of  Babylon  the  Great,  and  of  its  tremendous  ruin. 
Judging  by  the  description,  we  believe  that  the  overthrow  of  Babylon  the  Great  will  be  the  work 
of  God,  and  not  of  men;  and  that  the  “ woman  ” spoken  of  in  Rev.  17  as  destroyed  by  the 
Beast  and  his  ten  Kings,  does  not  mean  Babylon  as  a territory , but  Babylon,  as  a system  of 
apostacy.  The  Beast  first  overturns  the  'system  of  apostate  Christianity;  and  Divine  judgments 
some  years  after  destroy  the  apostate  territory.  We  also  believe  that  Babylon  the  Great  is  not 
the  city  of  Rome  nor  any  other  city  whatsoever;  but  it  is  the  whole  territory  of  apostate  Christen- 
dom, having  its  centre  in  Rome,  and  its  extremities  in  this  very  country  (England) ; and  that  a 
great  part  of  this  territory  will  be  destroyed  by  divine  judgments.  As  soon  as  Babylon  the 
Great  has  been  destroyed,  and  before  the  fall  of  the  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet  at  Armageddon, 
a mighty  event  is  to  take  place  in  heaven, — The  Marriage  of  the  Lamb.  Rev.  19  : 2,  3,  7, 
“And  her  smoke  rose  up  forever  and  ever ;”  “Let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  and  give  honor  to 
him,  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come  and  his  wife  hath  made  herself  ready.”  The  con- 
nection is  self-evident.  The  smoke  of  Great  Babylon,  that  European  Gomorrah,  ascending  from 
the  earth,  mingles  with  the  golden  clouds  which  encompass  the  gold-veiled  Bride.  The  terrible 
judgments  of  the  earth  are  contrasted  with  the  refulgent  serenity  of  heaven.  Just  as  the  world 
begins  to  perish  the  Saints  begin  to  reign.  Long  before  this  time  the  Church  has  been  removed 
from  the  earth.  Its  removal  is  to  take  place  before  the  opening  of  the  First  Seal.1  But  the 
Bride  is  not  completed  at  the  removal  of  the  Church.  There  are  confessors  and  martyrs ; all 
those  who  have  been  beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus,  “ and  which  have  not  worshipped  the 
Beast,  ( i.  e.  the  Infidel  Beast)  neither  his  image,  neither  have  received  his  mark  in  their  fore- 
heads, or  in  their  hands  ;”  all  these  are  to  be  embodied  with  the  Church  and  to  complete  the 
Bride.  Until  these  martyrs  and  confessors  have  been  taken  up  from  the  earth,  the  Bride  or 
Church  is  not  complete.  But  when  all  have  been  taken  up  and  united  with  those  who  went  be- 
fore, then  the  Bride  is  completed  and  there  is  no  more  delay.  The  seventh  vial  has  been  poured 
out ; and  Great  Babylon  has  been  destroyed  ; but  the  Beast  and  his  armies  are  still  in  full 
strength,  collected  together  at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem;  the  war  between  heaven  and  earth  is 
still  raging;  the  Jews  are  still  under  the  wrath  of  God  when  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  takes 
place.  It  is  not,  as  one  might  think,  in  a time  of  peace  that  this  event  occurs,  but  in  a time  of 
deadly  war  and  indescribable  terrors.  Strange  time  for  so  joyful  event  1 But  the  marriage  is 
in  heaven,  not  upon  earth.  Far  above  in  the  azure  sky,  in  the  golden  fields,  in  the  soft  and 
lovely  light  from  the  face  of  God,  above  the  blood-stained  earth,  above  the  sun  itself,  in  the  pure 
immortal  air,  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  takes  place.  Above  the  thick  black  smoke  of  Apostate 
Christendom,  above  the  ruins  of  all  human  pride,  above  the  eagle’s  flight  and  the  terrific  moun- 
tain cliffs,  the  saints  in  their  glorious  bodies  shall  stand  in  unimpaired  serenity.  As  the  Bride 
of  the  Lamb  they  are  gifted  with  his  attributes, — glory,  immortality  and  light.  With  the  purity 
and  swiftness  of  the  sunbeams,  with  the  force  of  lightning,  with  an  inward  spirit  as  perfect  as 
the  body,  they  stand  in  the  centre  of  celestial  life  the  brightest  objects  of  that  world  of  bright- 
ness. Angels  themselves  must  give  precedence  to  the  Bride,  and  yield  up  to  her  the  inmost 
circle  around  the  throne.  There  in  the  place  of  honor  in  heaven  stands  the  Church  before  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  as  a bride  standing  at  the  altar. 

Taking  the  multitude  of  which  the  Church  and  Bride  may  be  composed,  God  then  takes  in 
his  hand  the  golden  city,  the  New  Jerusalem,  in  that  hand  which  holds  the  heavens,  and  lets  it 
gently  descend  over  the  multitudes  of  the  Church,  like  a veil  of  golden  network  over  a bride 
upon  her  marriage-day ; and  with  that  golden  veil  he  covers  and  envelops  all  the  millions  of 
the  Church  ; the  veil  descends  to  the  feet  like  that  of  an  Eastern  bride,  and  nothing  but  the  veil 
is  seen.  A multitude  of  persons,  but  a sinyle  veil  for  all,  and  so  the  diversity  of  persons  is 
changed  into  a unity  of  aspect.  The  millions  of  the  Church  are  thus  brought  forward  as  one 
individual  Bride  under  the  encircling  veil  of  the  golden  city. 

The  ceremony  is  finished,  the  marriage  is  completed;  and  those  whom  God  hath  joined  to- 
gether shall  no  man  and  no  created  thing  be  able  to  put  asunder. 

When  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  has  taken  place,  it  is  followed  by  a banquet  the  most  mag- 
nificent, we  may  be  assured,  that  even  heaven  itself  has  ever  seen.  It  is  called  the  “ Marriage 
Supper  of  the  Lamb,”  Rev.  19.  What  a feast  will  that  be  1 Imagine  all  the  splendors  of 
Eastern  kings,  of  imperial  Rome,  of  over-civilized  Europe,  and  what  are  they  when  compared 
with  the  splendors  of  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  ? Those  present  at  the  august  and  imposing 
ceremonial  tread  on  gold  ; the  foundations  of  the  banqueting-room  are  jewels  beyond  price ; the 

1 It  is  notlhe  primary  mystical  fulfilment  of  the  seals  throughout  this  dispensation  of  1868  years  that  is  here  spoken 
of,  but  their  secondary  literal  fulfilment  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  concurrently  with  the  reign  of  the  Infidel 
Antichrist,  and  after  the  translation  of  the  Philadelphian  believers.  Under  this  interpretation,  the  white  horse,  in 
the  first  seal,  seems  to  mean  the  new-horn  zeal  and  purity  of  the  Laodicean  Church,  which  is  left  behind;  for  as 
soon  as  they  find  all  the  righteous  taken  away,  they  will  be  led  with  agonizing  earnestness  to  pray  for  pardon  of 
their  sins  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  : and  thus  many  will  he  converted,  and  instantly  begin  to  preach  the  Gospel 
■with  extraordinary  energy  to  others,  as  represented  in  Rev.  14  : 6,7.  But  sanguinary  persecution  will  immediately 
follow,  which  is  denoted  by  the  red  horse  in  the  second  seal,  and  multitudes  will  seal  their  newly-uttered  testimony 
with  their  blood. 
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gates  are  pearls,  the  light  of  the  banqueting-room  is  the  light  of  God’s  countenance ; the  wine 
is  made  in  heaven  ; the  fruits  are  gathered  from  the  “ Tree  of  Life;”  Omnipotence  and  perfec- 
tion prepare  the  feast ; the  King  of  glory  assumes  his  brightest  aspect.  The  splendors  of 
earthly  monarchs  are  but  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  that  celestial  table, — but  the  fragments  of 
the  feast  in  heaven.  The  splendors  of  this  supper  can  neither  be  imagined  nor  described,  nor 
its  divine  music,  nor  its  celestial  conversation.  The  golden  harps  shall  be  strung  and  the  im- 
measurable vault  of  heaven  shall  be  filled  with  the  melodious  voice  of  glorified  millions, — a 
voice  as  perfect  as  their  beauty  ; and  a song  shall  be  raised,  which  shall  pierce  the  clouds,  and 
bring  back  harmony  even  to  the  earth,  “Hallelujah,  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth  I” 

When  this  wondrous  feast  has  ended,  another  scene  of  a far  different  kind  shall  follow.  Heaven, 
is  not  a place  of  monotonous  occupation  or  of  incessant  feasting.  Happiness  is  there,  but  it  is 
the  happiness  of  rational  beings,  not  the  happiness  of  fools.  Heaven  we  may  be  sure  is  a place 
of  sublime  action  as  well  as  of  sublime  music.  Its  employments  will  be  as  various  as  the 
capacities  of  its  inmates.  The  Feast  being  ended  the  saints  go  forth  to  Battle.  When  the 
Last  Supper  in  Jerusalem  was  ended,  the  Lord  and  his  little  band  went  forth  to  suffering  and 
humiliation,  to  see  the  triumph  of  evil  and  the  oppression  of  good.  But  after  the  Marriage 
Supper  in  the  New  Jerusalem,  the  Lord  will  go  forth  at  the  head  of  his  armies,  to  tread  down 
the  wicked  as  ashes,  and  to  suppress  the  reign  of  evil  forever. 

“ And  I saw  heaven  opened,  and  behold  a white  horse,  and  he  that  sat  upon  him  was  called 
Faithful  and  True,  and  in  righteousness  doth  he  judge  and  make  war.  And  the  armies  which 
were  in  heaven  followed  him  upon  white  horses,  clothed  in  fine  linen,  white  and  clean.  And 
out  of  his  mouth  goeth  a sharp  sword,  that  with  it  he  should  smite  the  nations  ; and  he  shall 
rule  them  with  a rod  of  iron.  And  he  hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  bis  thigh  a name  written, 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,”  Rev.  19.  The  Lord  and  the  Church  after  the  marriage  of 
the  Lamb  go  forth  to  battle,  as  one  united  power.  “And  the  remnant  were  slain  with  the 
sword  of  him  that  sat  on  the  horse,  which  sword  proceedeth  out  of  his  mouth,  and  all  the  fowls 
were  filled  with  their  flesh.”  The  slaughter  is  here  literal,  the  fowls  are  literal,  and  “ the 
sword”  must  equally  be  literal.  It  is  impossible  that  Antichrist  and  his  armies  can  be  destroyed 
by  a spiritual  weapon,  “the  sword  of  the  Spirit,”  “ the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.”  “ The  sword 
out  of  his  mouth,”  is  a literal  sword,  a sword  of  lightning  or  some  lightning-like  weapon,  which 
will  slay  the  armies  of  the  Beast  with  irresistible  force.” 

The  following  extract  is  from  a celebrated  Dissertation  on  the  Apocalyptic  Period  of  12G0 
years,  written  more  than  half  a century  ago  by  a clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  Rev. 
G.  S.  Faber,  Prebendary  of  Salisbury,  in  which  the  Restoration  of  Judah  is  predicted  to  take 
place  at  the  present  period,  and  the  manner  of  their  return  as  promoted  by  the  French  Emperor, 
together  with  the  concluding  events  in  the  great  drama  of  this  dispensation,  which  will  then  be 
inaugurated,  is  described  with  minute  and  circumstantial  details.  This  prediction  is  the  more 
entitled  to  notice,  from  the  fact  that  the  same  writer  in  a later  treatise,  in  1818,  predicted  the 
revival  of  the  French  Emperorship  in  France,  to  take  place  a few  years  before  1864;  and  that 
about  this  period,  or  a little  later,  the  chief  of  the  restored  French  Empire,  after  a series  of 
military  adventures,  would  perish  at  the  head  of  a vast  confederacy  upon  the  plains  of  the  Holy 
Land,  at  the  battle  of  Armageddon ; thus  would  the  millennial  era  be  ushered  in,  and  the  times 
of  the  Gentiles  forever  have  closed  upon  the  Church  and  the  world.  We  have  witnessed  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  first  part  of  this  prophecy,  in  the  attainment  of  the  Imperial  dignity  by  Louis 
Napoleon,  in  1852  ; and  the  accomplishment  of  that  portion  of  it  which  is  not  yet  a matter  of  his- 
tory, is  now  being  anticipated  by  many  believers  in  prophecy  with  firm  and  confident  expectation. 

“At  the  pouring  out  of  the  Seventh  Vial,”  this  author  writes,  “the  great  Latin  City  will  be 
divided  into  three  parts : and  the  expedition  of  the  Wilful  King  against  Palestine,  predicted  by 
Daniel  (11  : 40),  will  commence.  A considerable  body  of  the  Jews,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
will  be  restored  by  land,  and  in  an  unconverted  state,  by  the  Antichristian  faction , and  that 
for  mere  political  purposes.  Those,  consequently,  who  are  thus  brought  back,  must  be  such 
Jews  as  are  scattered  through  the  territories  of  the  Infidel  King  and  his  vassal  allies. 

Daniel  has  given  us  a wonderfully  minute  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Antichristian  con- 
federacy to  Palestine ; which,  as  might  naturally  be  expected  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
maritime  power  commanding  at  sea,  is  plainly  by  land.1 

This  expedition  of  the  Wilful  King,  which  we  must  conclude  both  from  local  and  chronolo- 
gical evidence,  to  be  the  same  as  the  expedition  of  the  Beast  under  his  last  head , the  False  Pro- 
phet and  the  Kings  of  the  Latin  earth  will  at  its  first  setting  out  be  opposed  by  the  King  of  the 
South  and  the  King  of  the  North.  Now,  if  the  Inf  del  King  be  France,  he  must,  in  his  attempt 
to  invade  the  Holy  Land  from  his  empire  in  the  west,  necesssarily  pass  through  Turkey.  Here, 
therefore,  most  probably  will  be  the  first  collision.  The  Ottoman  power,  as  we  learn  from 
St.  John,  will  have  previously  fallen  under  the  Eighth  Apocalyptic  Vial;  but  in  whose  hands 

1 This  expedition  by  land,  is  one  that  will  probably  be  undertaken  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  Jews  in 
Jeru-alem.  The  formation  of  a military  road  through  Lombardy  and  Turkey  into  Palestine,  is  believed  to  be  a 
long-cherished  scheme  of  Louis  Napoleon. 
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Turkey  and  Asia  Minor  will  then  be,  no  one  can  at  present  with  certainty  determine.  In  spite, 
however,  of  all  the  opposition  made  by  the  two  kings  above-mentioned,  Antichrist  will  enter  into 
the  countries,  overflowing  them  like  a resistless  torrent;  will  pass  over  the  narrow  channel  of  the 
Constantinopolitan  sea,  and  will  force  his  way  into  Palestine.  Such  being  his  progress,  he  must 
unavoidably  enter  the  Holy  Land  from  the  north.  Hence  his  invasion  is  so  often  spoken  of  as 
proceeding  from  that  quarter.  At  this  period,  I think  it  probable,  that  the  great  hailstorm,  of 
the  Seventh  Vial  (an  invasion  of  Europe  by  Russia)  will  descend  upon  the  Western  Roman 
Empire. 

Successful  in  his  first  attempt,  he  will  next  direct  his  steps  towards  Egypt.  Edom  and  Moab,  and 
the  chief  of  the  children  of  Ammon  will  nevertheless  escape  out  of  his  hand.  For  this  they  will 
have  to  thank  not  his  moderation  and  clemency,  but  merely  their  local  situation.  A map  will  best 
explain  the  reason  of  their  security.  The  districts  which  those  nations  formerly  occupied,  lie  so 
far  to  the  east,  as  to  be  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  any  army  passing  from  Judea  into  Egypt. 
But  over  other  countries  more  closely  adjoining  to  Egypt,  he  will  stretch  forth  his  hand;  and 
while  Egypt  is  unable  to  escape  his  marauding  rapacity,  those  whom  Daniel  calls  the  Lubin 
and  the  Cusham,  will  be  compelled  to  attend  his  steps,  and  probably  either  augment  his  armies, 
or  perform  the  more  menial  offices  of  his  camp. 

In  the  midst  of  his  African  conquests  he  will  be  troubled  by  tidings  out  of  the  east  and  the 
north. 

Wrhat  these  tidings  are,  Daniel  does  not  positively  determine ; but  the  subsequent  context 
plainly  shows  that  they  must  relate  to  the  approach  of  some  new  enemy  and  to  some  disagreeable 
intelligence  respecting  Jerusalem.  With  the  assistance  of  other  parallel  prophecies,  we  may 
form  the  conjecture  respecting  these  tidings,  that  the  navy  of  the  great  maritime  power  spoken 
of  by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  will  by  this  time  have  set  sail  and  at  length  have  reached  Palestine, 
bringing  by  sea  some  converted  Jews,  as  a present  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts  to  Mount  Zion,  and 
that  when  the  maritime  expedition  has  safely  reached  the  coast  of  Palestine,  the  unconverted 
Jews,  who  had  previously  been  restored  by  Antichrist,  will  throw  off  his  base  yoke  and  revolt 
from  him,  to  ally  themselves  to  the  maritime  power.  At  the  period  when  these  events  happen, 
we  may  suppose  Antichrist  to  be  in  Egypt  and  Libya:  for  to  what  other  time,  in  the  course  of 
his  whole  progress,  can  we  with  equal  propriety  ascribe  them?  Thus  situated,  he  would  plainly 
receive  the  intelligence  from  the  north  and  from  the  east. 

Troubled  with  such  unpleasant  tidings  from  the  east  and  from  the  north,  Antichrist  hastily 
quits  Egypt  and  Libya,  and  retraces  his  steps  to  Judea.  Going  forth  in  the  height  of  his  fury, 
he  threatens  to  destroy  all  such  as  should  oppose  him  ; and  calling  in  the  aid  of  Popish  bigotry, 
he  sanctifies  hi3  expedition  by  representing  it  as  a holy  crusade  against  heretics ; and  with 
banners  blessed  by  the  False  Prophet , who  (as  we  have  reason  to  believe  from  the  Apocalypse)) 
will  be  his  attendant,  he  devotes  many  to  utter  extermination,  under  the  blasphemous  pretext  of 
religion.  His  wonted  success  at  .first  attends  him.  He  besieges  Jerusalem  now  occupied  by 
his  enemies,  and  takes  it.  Here  he  exercises  his  usual  barbarity;  a barbarity  increased  tenfold 
by  the  defection  of  his  late  allies.  The  houses  are  rifled  and  the  women  are  ravished  by  his  licen- 
tious soldiery.  Half  of  the  inhabitants  are  made  captives;  but  the  other  half  are  permitted  still 
to  remain  in  the  city,  under  the  control  most  probably  of  a strong  garrison.  Thus  does  he  plant 
the  curtains  of  his  tents  between  the  seas  in  the  glorious  holy  mountain,  and  thus  is  Jerusalem 
now  for  the  last  time  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles.  During  these  disasters  the  troops  of  the 
maritime  power  appear  to  have  retreated  towards  the  sea-shore,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able 
to  regain  their  ships,  if  all  further  resistance  should  prove  fruitless.  Here  they  would,  doubtless, 
be  joined  by  the  great  body  of  their  allies,  the  converted  Jews.  To  this  devoted  host  the  tyrant 
now  turns  his  attention.  Anticipating  an  easy  victory  over  his  last  enemies,  either  by  suddenly 
cutting  them  off  from  their  ships,  or  by  compelling  them  to  re-embark,  and  with  proud  exulta- 
tion looking  forward  to  the  uncontrolled  empire  of  the  civilized  world,  he  leaves  Jerusalem,  and 
advances  with  his  whole  army  to  Megiddo.  Between  this  town  and  the  sea,  we  may  suppose  the 
troops  of  the  maritime  power  and  the  Jews  to  have  taken  their  position,  hopeless,  probably,  of  vic- 
tory, from  their  vast  disparity  of  numbers  to  the  huge  hosts  of  their  enemy.  But  the  battle  is 
not  always  to  the  strong  nor  the  race  to  the  swift.  At  this  anxious  moment  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  suddenly  manifested  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem,  and  Jehovah  himself  becometh  a wall 
of  fire  around  her.  The  Almighty  Word  of  God  goeth  forth  like  a man  of  war,  in  the  greatness 
of  his  strength  ; and  all  his  saints,  the  innumerable  armies  of  heaven,  are  with  him.  His  awful 
commission  is  from  the  Most’High.  The  tremendous  vision  halts  for  a moment  on  the  mount  of 
Olives  ; which,  like  Sinai  of  old,  acknowledges  a present  God,  and  with  a mighty  earthquake 
cleaves  asunder  in  the  midst-  It  then  advances  to  the  Valley  of  Megiddo,  and  hovers  over  the 
heads  of  the  palsied  troops  of  Antichrist.  The  Divine  Word  displays  himself  to  the  nations. 
He  descendeth  in  his  wrath;  he  treadeth  the  wine-press  in  the  fury  of  his  indignation;  his  gar- 
ments are  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  his  enemies. 

It  appears,  from  comparing  various  prophecies  together,  that  the  overthrow  of  the  Antichristian 
confederacy  will  be  effected  partly  by  supernatural  and  partly  by  natural  agency.  Christ  will,  indeed, 


15 


tread  the  winepress  alone,  for  to  his  sole  might  will  the  victory  be  owing ; yet  will  he  likewise  use 
the  instrumentality  of  others.  While  he  miraculously  smites  his  enemies  with  a dreadful  plague,  so 
that  their  flesh  shall  consume  away  while  they  stand  upon  their  feet,  and  their  eyes  shall  con- 
sume away  in  their  holes,  and  their  tongue  shall  consume  away  in  their  mouth;  he  will  send 
likewise  among  them  a great  tumult  from  the  Lord,  so  that  they  shall  lay  hold  every  one  on  the 
hand  of  his  neighbor.  Judah  also  summoned  to  the  dreadful  task  of  vengeance  by  his  God, 
shall  take  an  active  part  in  the  destruction  of  his  enemies : for  in  that  day  the  Lord  will  make 
the  governors  of  Judah  like  a hearth  of  fire  among  the  wood,  and  like  a torch  of  fire  in  a sheaf; 
and  they  shall  devour  all  the  people  round  about  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left.  Thus  will 
Antichrist  come  to  his  end,  and  none  shall  help  him.  Thus  will  the  Beast,  now  under  his  last 
head,  be  taken,  and  with  him  the  False  Prophet  that  wrought  miracles  before  him,  with  which 
he  deceived  them  that  had  received  the  mark  of  the  Beast,  and  them  that  worshipped  his 
image.  These  both  will  be  cast  alive  into  a lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimstone  ; and  the  rem- 
nant will  be  slain  with  the  sword  of  that  Almighty  Conqueror  who  sitteth  upon  the  white  horse, 
and  all  the  fowls  will  be  filled  with  their  flesh. 

Since  the  Jews  are  to  be  restored  in  the  midst  of  war  and  bloodshed,  or  as  Daniel  expresses 
it,  during  a time  of  trouble  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a nation,  we  may  reasonably  sup- 
pose that  great  numbers  of  them  will  perish.  Accordingly  we  find  that  their  return  from  the 
countries  of  their  dispersion  is  expressly  compared  by  Ezekiel  to  their  ancient  exodus  from 
Egypt.  As  God  pleaded  with  their  fathers  in  the  wilderness  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  so  will  he 
likewise  plead  with  them,  causing  them  to  pass  under  the  rod,  and  purging  out  from  among 
them  the  rebels.  It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  only  a small  part  of  the  first  generation  of  those 
that  are  restored,  will  quietly  sit  down  under  their  own  vines  and  under  their  own  fig-trees. 

When  the  army  of  Antichrist  is  miraculously  overthrown,  the  Lord  who  forgetteth  not  mercy 
even  in  the  midst  of  judgment,  will  not  make  an  entire  end,  but  will  spare  some  of  the  least 
guilty  of  his  enemies,  reserving  them  for  the  noblest  purposes.  These  may  be  supposed  to  be 
less  hardened  in  wickedness  than  their  associates  ; and  to  have  taken  a part  in  the  expedition, 
either  through  the  inveterate  prejudices  of  a Popish  education  (the  expedition  having  been 
blessed  and  sanctified  by  the  False  Prophet ),  or  through  the  tyrannical  compulsion  which  we 
have  already  (1804),  beheld  Antichristian  France  to  exercise  over  her  degraded  allies.  Nor 
will  they  only  be  spared : plucked  as  brands  out  of  the  burning,  they  will  likewise  be  converted, 
by  the  mercy  of  God,  to  a zealous  profession  of  genuine  Christianity.  Thus  wonderfully  pre- 
served and  converted,  they  will  become  proper  instruments  to  accomplish  the  yet  unfulfilled 
purposes  of  the  Most  High.  Scattered  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  they  will  carry  every- 
where the  tidings  of  their  own  defeat,  of  the  marvellous  power  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  restora- 
tion of  Judah.  Meanwhile,  there  is  some  reason  to  suppose  that  the  awful  apparition  of  the 
Shechinah  will  still  remain  suspended  over  Jerusalem,  visible  at  once  from  its  stupendous 
height  to  a whole  hemisphere,  and  bearing  ample  attestation  to  the  veracity  of  the  fugitives. 
Nor  will  they  carry  their  message  in  vain.  Judah  is,  indeed,  restored;  but  the  lost  ten  tribes 
of  Israel  are  still  dispersed  through  the  extensive  regions  of  the  north  and  of  the  east.  These, 
according  to  the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  however  they  may  be  concealed  from  mortal  knowledge, 
will  be  found  again,  and  will  be  brought  back  into  the  country  of  their  fathers.  All  nations 
and  all  tongues  shall  come  and  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Convinced  by  ocular  demon- 
stration that  God  doth  indeed  reign  in  Zion,  and  at  once  divinely  impelled  and  enabled, 
both  to  seek  out  from  among  them  and  to  find  the  long-lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel , 
they  will  bring  by  land,  in  vast  caravans,  all  the  brethren  of  Judah  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
Then  Ephraim  shall  be  no  more  a separate  people,  but  the  whole  house  of  Jacob  shall  become 
one  nation  under  one  king,  even  the  mystic  David,  Jesus  the  Messiah.” 

The  Rev.  Meynell  Whittemore,  Rector  of  St.  James,  Duke’s  Place,  London,  in  one  of  his  pub- 
lished discourses,  called  “The  Seventh  Head,”1  has  given  a comprehensive  outline  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  French  Emperorship  was  predicted  to  be  revived.  In  common  with  Faber,  he 
holds  that  the  war  of  Armageddon  will  commence  about  1864;  the  great  battle  itself  is  indicated 
to  be  in  or  about  the  year  1868;  but  preparations  for  the  conflict  will  doubtless  be  progressing  so 
early  as  1864.  This  writer  first  shows  that  the  Beast’s  seven  heads  or  seven  kings,  Rev.  17  : 10, 
mean  the  seven  dynasties  or  forms  of  government  that  have  successively  ruled  over  the  secular 
Roman  Empire.  Five  of  these,  namely,  Kings,  Consuls,  Decemvirs,  Dictators,  and  Tribunes, 
had  fallen  or  passed  away,  and  the  sixth,  the  Roman  Emperorship,  was  the  one  existing  in  St. 
John’s  time,  regarding  which  it  was  said,  Rev.  17  : 10,  “One  is,  and  the  other  (the  seventh)  is 
not  yet  come.”  This  sixth  head,  the  Roman  Emperorship,  did  not  terminate  at  the  dethrone- 
ment of  Augustulus  by  the  Heruli  in  476,  as  has  been  mistakenly  assumed.  When  the  Emperor 
of  the  Western  Empire  at  Rome  was  thus  dethroned,  the  Roman  Emperorship  vested  entirely  in 
the  Emperor  of  the  Eastern  Empire  at  Constantinople,  and  thus  it  continued  until  1453,  when  it 
passed  over  to  France,  to  the  successors  of  Charlemagne,  who,  in  800,  had  revived  this  imperial 

1 The  Seventh  Head,  Sampson  Low,  Ludgate  Hill,  London  (Is). 
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dignity  for  himself,  and  transmitted  it  to  his  successors.  After  this  title  was  abandoned  by  the 
successors  ot  Charlemagne  subsequently  to  1453,  it  was  transferred  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
whose  proper  legal  title  became  “Emperor  of  Rome;”  but  it  was  renounced  by  him  in  1806, 
together  with  all  the  rights  and  jurisdiction  attaching  to  it.  Napoleon  I was  in  possession  of 
Rome  and  the  adjacent  territories  at  that  time;  and,  consequently,  the  French  Emperorship 
became  the  seventh  head  or  form  of  government,  when  the  sixth  head  or  title  of  Roman  Emperor 
thus  ceased  to  exist.  This  expositor  then  proceeds  to  say:  “The  conditions  or  qualifications  of 
the  new  or  seventh  sovereignty  are  briefly  these, — (1.)  It  is  to  arise  about  the  period  when  the 
sixth  head  falls.  We  cannot  suppose  the  beast  to  exist  without  a head,  and  its  new  head  must 
have  come  when  the  other  tails,  or  be  on  the  point  of  immediately  awakening  into  life.  2.  The 
seventh  head  is  to  continue  a short  space;  the  political  headship,  therefore,  which  it  typifies, 
must  have  the  characteristic  of  brief  existence.  3.  This  head  is  mortally  wounded  by  the  stroke 
of  a sword.  The  new  sovereignty,  therefore,  will  be  one  which  sustaius  such  an  external  assault 
as  apparently  destroys  its  power,  and  causes,  so  it  may  be  styled,  its  political  death.  4.  The  slain 
head  revives,  by  the  marvellous  healing  of  its  mortal  wound.  The  government  of  which  it  is  the 
symbol  must  be  one  which,  although  destroyed,  again  recovers  its  power,  and  returns  to  its  former 
dominant  position.  5.  It  seems  to  resemble  an  eighth  head,  but  is  really  the  seventh,  under  a 
new  phase  of  existence  which  leaves  its  identity  untouched.  And  so  the  political  power  which  it 
foreshadows  must  have,  at  its  resuscitation,  a certain  newness  of  life,  which  gives  it  a fresh 
aspect;  and  yet  it  must  be  in  such  connection  with  its  former  constitution  as  to  make  it  the  same 
dynasty  restored.  6.  The  beast,  at  its  revival  of  life,  is  to  ascend  out  of  the  sea,  or  abyss — 
synonymous  terms  which  symbolize  a nation  in  a disturbed  state,  through  foreign  or  intestine 
tumult.  The  seventh  power  must,  accordingly,  arise  out  of  the  raging  waves  of  a tumultuous 
people. 

Nowhere  can  we  find  these  conditions  observed,  or  these  qualifications  furnished,  except  in 
the  French  Emperorship,  as  founded  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  the  year  1804.  (1.)  In  1805,  he 
became  King  of  Italy;  and,  subsequently  to  the  abdication  of  Francis,  it  was  decreed  that  the 
States  held  by  the  Pope  should  be  united  to  the  French  Empire,  that  the  Imperial  Prince  should 
be  called  King  of  Rome,  and  that  the  Emperors  should  be  crowned  at  St.  Peter’s,  as  well  as  at 
Notre  Dame.  The  power  of  Napoleon  rapidly  extended  directly  or  indirectly  over  the  whole  West- 
ern Empire,  with  the  one  exception  of  England.  It  was  distinct  in  its  official  designation  from 
the  preceding  heads  ; its  decree  affirmed  that  the  city  of  Rome  should  be  called  the  second  city 
of  the  empire,  thus  depriving  it  of  its  metropolitan  dignity,  although  claiming  its  possession. 

Yet  it  was  a Roman  head.  Its  special  military  ensign  was  the  Roman  eagle;  its  representa- 
tive attempted  the  revival  in  himself  of  the  characteristics  of  Augustus,  Justinian,  and  Charle- 
magne; manners  and  pretensions  were  assimilated  to  those  of  ancient  Rome;  and  the  seven- 
hilled  city  was  not  only  actually  in  his  possession,  but  was  officially  annexed  to  his  dominions. 
As  the  seventh  head  he  towered  majestically  and  terribly  over  the  ten-horned  Latin  Empire. 

Then  (2)  the  French  Emperor  continued  only  a short  space.  His  formidable  dominion  ended 
in  June,  1815,  after  a brief  existence  of  eleven  years. 

And  (3)  it  was  destroyed  by  the  stroke  of  a foreign  sword.  It  seemed  a mortal  wound.  Who 
that  saw  the  fallen  Emperor  pacing,  like  a shackled  tiger,  the  prison-ground  of  St.  Helena,  could 
have  conjectured  the  restoration  of  his  dynasty?  The  empire  seemed  broken  up  forever. 

But  it  was  conjectured.  In  1828,  Rev.  G.  S.  Faber  published  his  “Sacred  Calendar,”  in  which 
he  plainly  asserted  the  revival  of  the  French  Emperorship,  as  demanded  by  prophecy.  He  then 
wrote  in  these  words:  “It  cannot  but  follow,  from  the  very  terms  of  the  prophecy,  that  in  the 
person  of  some  successful  adventurer,  the  Francic  Emperorship  will  be  revived  while  the  reani- 
mated wild  beast  is  emerging  from  the  agitated  abyss  of  some  tremendous  political  revolution.”1 

This  is  a remarkable  instance  of  clear  penetration  into  the  meaning  of  prophecy.  At  the  time 
Mr.  Faber  wrote,  there  was  no  probability  of  a restoration  of  the  French  Emperorship.  Yet 
prophecy  said  that  the  slain  head  would  revive,  and  so  this  sagacious  student  of  the  Apocalypse 
asserted  the  revival  of  that  political  power  which  expired  at  Waterloo. 

We  have  this  advantage,  in  taking  Mr.  Faber's  views,  as  stated  by  him  in  1828,  that  they 
cannot  be  suspected  of  being  biassed  by  the  present  actual  restoration  of  the  French  Emperor- 
ship. This  is,  obviously,  a strong  confirmation  of  his  interpretation  of  the  seventh  head. 

(4  ) The  seventh  head  has  now  reappeared.  The  “successful  adventurer”  has  effected  a seeming 
miracle:  he  has  resuscitated  the  dead  Emperorship.  (5.)  In  some  respects  he  is  an  eighth  head  : he 
succeeds  to  the  restored  empire  by  successful  military  efforts,  and  may  well  claim  to  originate 
a dynasty.  Yet  he  does  not  really  constitute  a new  head.  The  instincts  of  the  present  empire 
are  those  of  the  former.  The  whole  soul  of  the  present  Emperor  is  absorbed  by  one  thought, 
and  all  his  energies  are  concentrated  on  the  outward  embodiment  of  that  thought — Identity 
with  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  Had  Louis  Napoleon  been  a student  of  prophecy,  and  conjectured, 

1 Faber  likewise  indicated  in  the  same  treatise  that  the  French  Emperorship  would  be  revived  some  time  before 
1864,  at  which  period  the  war  of  Armageddon  would  begin.  Bishops  Horsley  and  Lowth  agree  with  him  as  to  the 
restoration  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine,  and  the  battle  being  fought  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo. 
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from  the  visions  of  St.  John,  his  destiny,  he  could  not  have  set  to  work  more  zealously  than  he 
has  done  to  accomplish  that  destiny,  and  to  identify  himself  with  the  slain  seventh  head.  The 
eagle  has  "been  restored  to  the  French  banners ; and  a French  army  is  actually  master  of  the 
Roman  city.  Napoleon  the  Third  preserves  under  that  very  title  the  Imperial  legitimacy,  and 
proves  that  the  empire  of  Napoleon  the  First  has  risen  again  into  marvellous  vitality  and  power. 

(6.)  The  only  other  point  of  analogy  we  have  to  notice  is  that  between  the  rising  from  the  sea  and 
the  rising  of  the  French  Emperorship  from  the  troubled  waters  of  revolutionary  strife.  This 
was  seen  in  the  fearful  commotions  out  of  which  Bonaparte  arose  to  despotic  rule ; and  the  con- 
vulsions of  all  the  Continent — beginning  with  France — during  the  eventful  year  1848,  suitably 
heralded  the  new  rise  of  the  Emperorship ; which,  moreover,  did  literally  emerge  out  of  popular 
disturbances  and  revolutionary  massacres. 

And  now,  it  may  be  asked,  for  what  purpose  have  we  placed  these  prophetical  interpretations 
before  you  ? Why  have  we  thought  it  desirable,  and  even  necessary,  to  occupy  the  quiet  hours 
of  a Sabbath  evening  with  this  array  of  historical  facts  ?'  Most  assuredly  it  has  not  been 
gratify  your  curiosity ; nor  to  display  the  preacher’s  ingenuity  in  solving  the  enigmas  of  St.  John 
This  would  have  been  a waste  of  your  time,  and  a degradation  of  our  own  high  office. 

But  we  stand  on  the  walls  of  Zion  as  spiritual  watchmen.  To  us  comes  the  question,  “Watch- 
man, what  of  the  night?”  And  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  answer  that  question;  to  cry  to  the 
slumberers  in  Zion,  “ The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand  and  to  whisper  to  the  mourners 
in  Zion,  “Lift  up  your  heads,  for  behold ! your  redemption  draweth  nigh !” 

We  believe  that  awfully  important  events  are  to  be  transacted  subsequently  to  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  seventh  head  of  the  beast;  that  if  the  present  French  Emperor  be  this  restored 
head,  these  events  are  even  now  coming  to  pass,  and  may  be  said  to  already  cast  their  shadows 
before ; and  that,  standing  as  each  one  of  us  does  on  the  verge  of  a terrible  futurity,  we  ought 
to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  prepare  to  take  our  part  in  the  approaching  struggle.  Why, 
then,  has  vitality  been  restored  to  the  deceased  Roman  Empire,  and  to  its  slain  seventh  head? 

Because  this  empire,  as  the  mystic  wild  beast,  is  to  originate  a gigantic  confederacy  against  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  is  to  ally  Popery,  Infidelity,  and  Despotism  against  the  disciples  of  Jesus. 

When  the  sixth  vial  is  poured  out  (chap.  17  : 13),  three  unclean  spirits  issue  from  the  mouths 
of  the  dragon,  the  beast,  and  the  false  prophet,  and,  moving  amongst  the  kings,  excite  them  to 
an  unholy  alliance  and  to  an  impious  w1 * * * * * 7ar.  Their  success  is  exhibited  in  the  gatherings  of  the 
kings  to  “the  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty.”  In  other  words,  the  renovated  Roman 
Empire,  in  conjunction  with  the  Papacy,  and  under  the  influence  of  Satan,  will  employ  such 
demon-like  influences  in  continental  kingdoms,  that  a fierce  war  will  arise,  directed  against  the 
Church  of  Christ  This,  commonly  called  the  “war  of  opinion,”  will  be  the  final  struggle 
between  the  Wild-beast  and  the  Lamb ; will  take  place  after  the  outpouring  of  the  seventh  vial, 
and  will  end  in  the  complete  and  supernatural  discomfiture  of  the  enemies  of  Christ. 

The  field  of  the  war  will  be,  as  various  prophecies  intimate,  the  neighborhood  of  Jerusalem. 
Here  the  Jews  will  have  returned  from  their  long  exile,  as  prefigured  by  the  drying  up  of  the 
Euphrates,  that  the  way  of  the  Kings  of  the  East  may  be  prepared. 

When  the  seventh  vial  sheds  its  portion  of  wrath,  there  will  be  political  confusions,  general 
anarchy,  the  overthrow  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  destruction  of  Papal  Rome,  an  irruption  from 
Russia,  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  battle  of  Armageddon,  to  which  we  have  referred. 

The  nineteenth  chapter  records  this  mighty  conflict.  On  the  one  side,  the  political  powers 
which  have  not  yielded  their  authority  to  the  beast  will  be  stationed ; on  the  other,  the  Roman 
Empire,  under  its  seventh  head,  together  with  the  auxiliary  kingdoms,  which  Popery,  Infidelity, 
and  Despotism  have  seduced,  will  stand  in  impious  battle  array.  As  far  as  can  be  judged,  the 
contest  will  not  be  decided  by  any  actual  engagement  between  the  opposing  forces.  The  Lord 
will  fight  for  His  people ; and  they  shall  hold  their  peace.  The  artillery  of  heaven  will  need  no 
human  sword  to  be  drawn  from  its  scabbard  to  complete  the  victory  of  the  Lamb. 

When  will  these  events  occur  ? Probably  very  soon.  We  are,  as  it  appears,  living  under  the 

1 The  delivery  of  a discourse  like  this,  suggesting  a particular  time  for  Christ’s  coming,  would  be  an  almost 
unheard  of  occurrence  in  most  of  lhe  churches  in  the  United  Slates;  and  it  may  be  doubted  if  such  a step  would 

not.  in  many  instances,  subject  the  preacher  to  unpleasant  consequences.  The  case  of  the  late  Dudley  Tyng,  rector 

of  the  Epiphany,  Philadelphia,  who,  for  preaching  too  faithfully  touching  some  national  question,  was  summarily 
dismissed  by  the  trustees,  is  an  instance  of  the  danger  incurred  by  a minister  who  runs  counter  of  the  prejudices 
of  his  congregation. 

The  popular  prejudice  against  Second  Advent  truth  may  be  shown  in  the  fact  that  not  more  than  ten,  out  of  three 
hundred  ministers  in  Philadelphia,  are  known  to  believe  in  the  speedy  coming  of  Christ;  and,  of  these,  only  a por- 
tion give  the  trumpet  a certain  sound  on  the  subject  in  the  pulpit.  In  all  the  United  States,  only  two  pastors  of  set- 
tled charges  can  be  mentioned  (without  counting  the  Second  Advent  sect),  who  have  published  it  as  their  belief, 
that  the  prophetic  dales  indicate  the  advent  of  Christ  to  occur  about  1867.  A fearful  responsibility  rests  with  those 

trustees,  deacons,  elders,  and  other  leading  members  of  the  various  congregations,  who  compulsorily  suppress  the 
proclamation  of  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 

They  ought  rather,  in  these  critical  times,  to  present  their  ministers  with  such  works  as  Cummings’s  “ Apocalyptie 

Sketches. ” Winthrop’s,  Seiss's,  Duffield's.  Shimeall’s,  or  other  authors’  prophetic  treatises,  with  a request  that 
unfulfilled  prophecy,  which  comprises  a considerable  portion  of  God’s  word,  may  not  be  ignored  in  the  pulpit  minis- 
trations; but  that  discourses  on  this  subject  may  have  their  turn  with  the  rest,  so  that  “nothing  that  is  profitable 
may  be  kept  back.” 
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effusion  of  the  sixth  vial.  We  may  shortly  therefore  expect  the  complete  overthrow  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  signified  by  the  drying-up  of  the  Euphrates. 

The  speedy  arrival  of  these  events  is  corroborated  by  the  period  assigned  for  the  duration  of 
the  persecutions  of  the  wild  beast.  His  existence  was  to  be  for  forty-two  months ; that  is,  for 
1260  days  or  years.  Counting  from  the  year  604,  when  the  Ten  Kingdoms  gave  their  strength 
and  power  to  the  Roman  Church,  we  reach  1864.  About  that  period  the  wild  beast  is  to  go  into 
perdition ; the  Roman  Empire  is  to  be  finally  extinguished.  But  before  this  political  destruc- 
tion takes  place,  the  events  which  we  have  specified  have  to  be  accomplished. 

The  question  will  be  asked  before  long,  Who  are  on  the  Lord’s  side?  Who  ? 

Are  you  for  the  Lamb?  Have  you  realized  your  need  of  His  atoning  blood?  Have  you 
looked  in  faith  to  Him,  as  the  sacrifice  for  sins?  Have  you  placed  your  reliance  upon  His  per- 
petual intercession?  And  have  you  yielded  yourselves— body,  soul,  and  spirit — to  His  service 
and  for  His  glory?  Is  your  life  actuated  by  love  to  Jesus?  Is  your  soul  the  temple  of  His 
presence?  Are  your  energies  employed  in  the  advancement  of  His  kingdom? 

Are  you  for  the  Lamb  avowedly?  Is  it  a fact  patent  to  the  world  ? Can  men  take  knowledge 
of  you  that  you  are  with  Jesus  ? Are  you  living  epistles,  on  whose  open  page  you  have  inscribed 
these  words,  “ For  the  Lamb?”  Is  there  no  shrinking  from  the  confession  of  His  name?  Is 
there  no  folldwing  of  your  Saviour  afar  off? 

Are  you  for  the  Lamb  exclusively  ? Has  He  all  your  heart,  soul,  and  strength  ? Can  you  aban- 
don the  world,  self,  ease,  wealth,  renown,  health,  happiness — all  that  is  endeared  and  precious — 
in  order  to  take  your  station  in  the  ranks  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Cross?  For  the  Lamb!  What 
a privilege  ! To  fight  for  His  cause,  to  receive  His  approval,  to  share  His  triumph ! 

Against  the  Lamb!  How  astounding!  Against  His  love,  His  clemency,  His  patience,  His 
gentle  drawings,  His  intercession  ! 0,  the  obduracy  of  a heart  which  can  be  opposed  to  Jesus  I 

Against  the  Lamb!  How  alarming!  A worm  striving  with  its  Maker — a criminal  with  his 
Judge!  Behold  the  unequal  contest!  What  can  be  the  issue  but  shame  and  contempt,  self- 
upbraidings,  and  miserable  banishment  from  His  love  and  presence  ! 

Will  you  not  be  for  the  Lamb?  If  you  have  been  undecided,  be  decided  now.  If  you 
have  not  thought  seriously  about  these  things,  think  seriously  about  them  now.  Surrender 
yourselves  to  Christ.  Determine  to  be  His  forever.  Resolve,  that  though  other  lords  have  had 
dominion  over  you,  yet  henceforth  you  will  be  called  by  His  name,  and  make  mention  of  His 
righteousness  only.  Do  this  in  dependence  upon  that  Holy  Spirit  who  will  strengthen  you  with 
all  might  in  the  inner  man. 

But  as  respects  the  present  duty  of  Christians,  are  we  simply  to  wait  for  the  accomplishment 
of  prophecy?  Is  there  nothing  for  us  to  no?  If  the  unclean  spirits  are  fostering  an  Antichris- 
tian league,  is  it  right  for  us  to  be  idle  ? What  then  shall  we  do  ? 

Let  us  exert  ourselves  for  the  wider  diffusion  of  the  Gospel.  Let  us  not  neglect  to  send  it  to 
the  lands  of  heathenism ; but  let  us  remember  how  much  the  Continent  needs  the  light  of  its 
truth  and  the  leaven  of  its  grace.  Let  us  not  quietly  surrender  the  millions  of  Europe  to  the 
blasphemies  of  secular  power,  or  to  the  idolatrous  thraldom  of  spiritual  abominations.  We 
cannot  hope  to  evangelize  the  empire,  nor  to  convert  the  false  prophet — they  are  doomed  to 
perdition  ; but  we  may  hope  to  convert  the  subjects  of  the  kingdoms ; we  may  save  individuals. 
Let  fresh,  augmented,  persevering  efforts  be  made,  to  cover  the  whole  extent  of  the  “wild 
beast’s”  territory  with  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  Let  us  take  care  to  send  Bibles  everywhere. 

Let  us  labor  for  the  more  perfect  evangelization  of  our  own  country.  Popery,  infidelity,  and 
vice  are  sores  in  the  body  politic  ; mines  under  our  national  fortress  ; blots  on  our  escutcheon  ; 
and  a palsy  to  our  strength.  Let  us  preach  the  Gospel  everywhere,  in  palaces  and  in  hovels,  in 
the  market-place,  and  under  hedges,  on  the  highway,  and  at  the  fireside.  Let  an  evangelical 
ministry  be  secured  everywhere,  at  any  cost.  Let  new  lay  enterprises  be  undertaken,  so  as  to  bring 
the  Gospel  to  bear— where  its  influence  is  especially  needed — upon  the  multitudes  of  the  ungodly 
poor  which  are  crowded  in  innumerable  courts  and  alleys.  Let  everybody  preach  it.  Not  only 
the  presbyter,  but  each  of  the  flock.  Let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come  to  the  water  of  life. 

Let  it  be  preached  in  every  possible  manner.  Let  the  pulpit  never  fail  to  proclaim  it.  Let 
example  show  the  embodiment  of  its  spirit,  and  attract  by  the  loveliness  of  the  pattern.  Let 
the  press  be  consecrated.  Let  “ Holiness  to  the  Lord”  become  a motto  for  newspapers,  as  well 
as  an  inscription  for  the  bells  of  the  horses.  Bring  literature  into  the  service  of  Christ.  Make 
the  Gospel  the  standard  of  parliamentary  legislation,  and  the  arbiter  of  commercial  policy.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Hooper  rector  of  Albury,  England,1  who  held  to  1867  as  the  time  of  the  second 
stage  of  Christ’s  coming,  thus  speaks  of  the  nature  of  that  event  in  a work  published  in  1847. 
“In  Rev.  14,  we  have  the  reaping  of  the  first-fruits,”  and  “the  harvest,”  and  “the  vintage.”  The 
first  fruits  are  represented  as  God’s  people  gathered  to  himself,  answering  to  the  “sealed  ones” 
of  chapters  7 and  14,  who  escape  the  judgments.  After  the  gathering  of  the  “ first  fruits”  comes 
“ the  harvest,”  probably  that  great  multitude  which  no  man  could  number,  mentioned  in  chapter 

1 Author  of“  The  Advent,”  “ The  Translation.”  W.  Painter,  Strand,  London. 
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7,  which  John  beheld  gathered  unto  God  after  the  “ sealed  ones,”  and  which  came  out  of  '‘great 
tribulation.”  The  words  in  the  original  are  very  emphatic,  and  mean  literally  the  great  tribu- 
lation, the  great.  This  can  be  none  other  than  that  unparalleled  tribulation  of  the  last  days 
during  the  reign  of  Antichrist.  As  the  Jordan  overflowed  its  banks  all  the  time  of  harvest,  so 
will  “ the  harvest  of  the  earth”  be  reaped  during  the  overflowing  tribulations  which  will  cover 
all  Christendom,  rising  up  and  overflowing  even  unto  the  neck.  The  harvest  is  clearly  an  event 
subsequent  to  the  gathering  of  the  first  fruits.  And  after  the  harvest,  there  will  follow  another 
event  symbolized  by  the  “ vintage,”  an  act  of  most  terrible  judgment  on  the  nations  of  the  bap- 
tized. It  may  be  well  to  remark  here  that  though  the  signs  of  the  times  unquestionably  declare 
that  the  season  of  the  Lord’s  advent  is  arrived,  the  precise  time  of  his  appearing  is  unknown  to 
us.  “ Of  that  day  or  hour  knoweth  no  man.”  We  are  not  ignorant  of  the  times  and  seasons  that 
the  day  of  the  Lord  should  overtake  us  as  a thief : yet  God  has  hidden  the  exact  time  of  his 
appearing  from  us,  that  we  might  be  kept  in  a state  of  continual  watchfulness.  Those  who  watch 
and  pray  shall  escape  the  judgments  coming  on  the  earth.  Such  a promise  is  positively  given 
by  our  Lord  in  the  epistle  to  the  Philadelphian  Church  (Rev.  3.)  “ Because  thou  hast  kept  the 

word  of  my  patience,  I will  also  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  shall  come  upon 
all  the  world  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.”  The  sealed  ones  in  Rev.  7,  who  escape 
the  great  tribulation,  and  also  the  144,000  who  stand  with  the  Lamb  on  Mount  Zion,  Rev.  14, 
are  called  the1  first  fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb,  in  contradistinction  to  the  innumerable  mul- 
titude who  are  symbolized  by  the  harvest.  This  harvest  is  reaped  during  the  reign  of  Antichrist, 
when  the  Son  of  Man  appears  in  a cloud,  the  first  fruits2 3  having  been  previously  gathered  to  the 
Lord.  It  is  most  clear  that  we  ought  not  to  place  anything  between  the  present  time  and  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  to  change  the  living  saints.  Yet  many  Christians  are  doing  this,  interposing 
events,  such  as  the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  which  may  be  subsequent  to  the  appearing  of  the  Lord. 

In  reference  to  Diagrams  ii  and  iii,  the  first  of  these  is  only  a different  presentation  of  the  same 
dates  that  are  exhibited  in  Diagram  i,  with  the  addition  of  the  three  septenaries  of  the  seals, 
trumpets,  and  vials.  Diagram  iii  is  exactly  similar  in  outline  to  Diagram  ii,  and  is  constructed 
upon  the  principle  that  the  secondary  literal  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  within  the  last  three 
and  a half  or  seven  years  will  be  in  the  same  order  and  proportion  as  the  primary  symbolical 
fulfilment,  only  upon  the  reduced  scale  of  a day  instead  of  a year.  While  this  analogy  will  hold 
true  in  the  main  points,  a few  exceptions  must  be  anticipated ; thus,  in  the  literal  fulfilment,  the 
seventh  trumpet  will  perhaps  be  sounded  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventy-five  days  before  the 
effusion  of  any  of  the  vials  ; and  the  seven  angel-messengers  in  Rev.  14  will  go  forth  throughout 
the  whole  1335  days  instead  of  only  the  last  75  days.  The  seventh  trumpet  and  the  seventh  vial, 
in  their  primary  application,  commence  with,  or  a little  before,  the  three  and  a half  years’  tribula- 
tion ; and  simultaneously  the  literal  fulfilment  of  the  seven  seals  and  seven  trumpets  likewise 
commences;  the  significant  expression,  “ There  were  lightnings,  and  voices,  and  thunderings,” 
in  the  four  places  Rev.  4:5;  8:5;  11:19;  16  : 18,  is  a chronological  note  indicating  this  very 
point  of  time,  and  showing  that  the  short  hour  of  judgment  and  temptation  has  now  begun. 
Rev.  12  and  13,  in  its  literal  fulfilment,  is  the  evolution  or  description  of  the  third  woe  trumpet. 
The  durations  of  the  three  woe  trumpets  are  in  exact  arithmetical  progression  ; the  length  of  the 
first,  or  Saracen  woe,  is  300  years,  from  636  to  936  ; of  the  second,  or  Turkish  woe,  780  years, 
from  1063  to  1843—4;  of  the  third,  or  Napoleonic  woe,  1260  days,  from  1864  to  1868 ; the  num- 
bers 300,  780,  1260  are  in  exact  arithmetical  progression,  780  being  the.  point  of  bisection 
between  300  and  1260.  The  reason  why  these  1260  days  are  counted  literally,  and  not  sym- 
bolically, is  because,  at  the  sounding  of  the  seventh  trumpet,  the  mystery  ceases  (Rev.  10  : 7), 
and  the  literal,  instead  of  the  mystical,  reckoning  begins.  The  Rev.  J.  Fletcher,  in  his  well- 
known  letter  to  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley,  seems  to  have  caught  a glimpse  of  this.  He  says,  “ As  the 
tyranny  of  Antichrist  will  last  1260  years,  so  his  last  raging,  or  that  tribulation  which  will  be  so 
uncommon,  shall  last  also  1260  common  days,  and  not  prophetical  ones,  because,  for  the  elect’s 
sake,  those  days  shall  be  shortened.”  It  is  particularly  to  be  observed,  that  1260  days  is  the 
length  of  the  seventh  trumpet  in  its  primary,  and  not  its  secondary  fulfilment,  as  some  might 
superficially  imagine.  If  the  length  of  the  three  woe  trumpets,  in  their  secondary  application, 
within  three  and  a half  years,  is  analogous  to  their  length  in  the  primary  fulfilment,  then  the 

1 Rev.  14,  is  here  spoken  of  as  to  its  literal  fulfilment  during  the  last  three  and  a half  or  seven  years  ; the  Beast,  at 
this  time,  being  the  Infidel  Antichrist;  the  symbolical  fulfilment  is  generally  taken  to  be  from  1792  to  1867,  under  which 

application  the  Beast  is  the  Papal  Antichrist. 

3 An  objection  may  possibly  be  raised  in  connection  with  the  period  of  1335  years  regarding  the  view  that  the 
resurrection  is  likely  to  take  place  from  three  and  a half  to  seven  years  before  1867-8.  It  may  be  urged  that  the  . stand- 
ing of  Daniel  in  his  lot  is  stated  (Dan.  12  : 12, 13),  to  be  at  the  end  of  the  1335  days,  therefore  his  resurrection  (and  con- 
sequently the  coming  of  Christ)  which  is  thought  to  be  meant  by  this  phraseology,  cannot  take  place  sooner  than 
1867-8,  which  is  the  termination  of  the  1335  days.  The  error  of  this  view  consists  in  mistaking  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase  “thou  shalt  stand  in  thy  lot,”  which  imports  not  merely  the  resurrection,  but* likewise  the  completion  of  the 
judgment  of  the  righteous,  which  immediately  follows  the  resurrection.  According  to  the  best  opinions,  this  judgment 
occurs  in  the  interval  between  the  two  stages  of  Christ’s  coming,  while  the  Philadelphian  Church  is  in  the  air,  and 
the  Lcfodiceans  undergoing  the  great  tribulation  on  the  earth.  At  its  conclusion  all  the  saints  will  have  had  their 
respective  positions  and  lots  assigned  to  them  ; and  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  Daniel  be  said  to  stand  in  his  lot. 
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DIAGRAM 

Showing  the  mystical  or  symbolical  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  dates  and  septenaries  within  a period  of  2520  years, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  year-day  system  as  generally  held  by  the  principal  expositors. 
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the  literal  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  dates  and  septenaries  within  a period  of  the  last  2520  days,  upon  the 
principles  suggested  by  the  Rev.  E.  Bickersteth,  E.  Elliott,  and  others. 
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Emperor,  of  a seven  years’  covenant  with  the  Jews  may  be  expected.  The  latter  half,  and  probably 
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first  will  extend  over  300  days,  the  second  over  780  days,  the  third  over  days,  which  perhaps 
will  be  identical  with  the  period  of  the  exposure  of  the  dead  bodies  of  Elijah  and  the  other 
prophet  (Rev.  11  : 9),  the  narrative  regarding  the  witnesses  being  thus  taken  to  be  in  some 
measure  proleptical.  Rev.  12  and  Rev.  13  give  a different  description  of  the  three  and  a half 
years’  tribulation ; the  one  describes  it  as  viewed  from  heaven  ; the  other  gives  its  aspect  as  it 
appeared  to  those  dwelling  upon  the  earth.  The  symbolical  fulfilment  of  these  chapters,  with 
regard  to  the  Papal  Antichrist,  does  not,  in  the  least,  clash  with  this  recapitulated  accomplish- 
ment ; the  casting  down  of  Satan  in  the  mystical  application  means  the  downfall  of  Paganism  in 
the  time  of  Constantine;  so,  also,  the  two  witnesses  mystically  signify  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments, which  were  exposed  in  the  chief  street  of  the  great  city  Babylon  ; in  other  words,  in 
France,  the  main  division  of  Papal  Christendom  for  3i  years,  from  1793  to  1797,  after  prophesy- 
ing in  sackcloth  for  1260  years. 

The  great  principle,  that  requires  to  be  more  fully  admitted  and  understood  by  all  prophetic 
interpreters,  is  the  principle  of  the  double  fulfilment  of  Daniel  and  the  Apocalypse ; first,  mys- 
tically in  year-days,  with  reference  to  the  Papal  and  Mahommedan  Antichrists;  and,  secondly, 
in  literal  days,  during  the  short  reign  of  the  Infidel  Antichrist.  The  same  expositor  rarely 
excels  in  both  these  departments  of  prophetic  research.  Those  who  are  the  ablest  exponents  of 
the  literal  system  of  interpretation  sometimes  even  wholly  reject  the  other  system,  while  some 
of  the  year-day  expositors,  in  their  turn,  regard  with  disfavor  the  views  of  the  literal  interpreters. 
Maitland,  Govett,  and  Ivelshall  hold  little  in  common  with  Cumming,  Cuninghame,  and  Duffield ; 
yet  both  these  classes  of  investigators  are  equally  right.  Elliott  and  Bickersteth  are,  however, 
tree  from  this  defect  of  one-sidedness.  The  first-named,  in  his  celebrated  Horae  Apocalyptica, 
vol.  iv,  169,  says:  “It  seems  to  me  quite  possible  that,  accordantly  with  the  principles  laid  down 
in  my  chapter  on  the  year-day,  Daniel’s  1260,  1290,  and  1335  days  (Dan.  12:  7,  11,  12)  may 
be  periods  of  literal  days ; in  which  case  they  must  be  measured  from  Antichrist’s  setting  up  of 
the  abomination  of  his  apostacy  in  his  last  desolating  invasion  of  the  holy  mountain-district  of 
Judah.”  Thus  this  writer  evidently  admits  the  literal,  as  well  as  the  mystical  fulfilment. 
Bickersteth  also  says,  in  his  Guide,  cap.  12:  “I  see  considerable  ground  for  the  opinion,  that 
there  may  yet  take  place  a heading  up,  as  it  were,  of  the  prophecies  in  these  last  days  ; a con- 
centrated and  combined  exhibition  of  the  apostasy,  of  short  continuance,  under  avowed  infidelity, 
in  a more  glaring  and  blasphemous  defiance  of  God,  and  possibly  under  some  individual  person, 
and  accompanied  with  bitter  sufferings  of  the  Church.”  He  also  adds:  “The  Lord  appears  for 
the  translation  of  his  saints  before  the  full  manifestation  and  destruction  of  his  enemies.”  This 
coincides  with  his  opinion  expressed  under  the  date  666,  that  the  first  ingathering  of  the  saints 
takes  place  before  the  full  manifestation  of  the  Infidel  Antichrist  in  1864.  Although  Bickersteth 
once  seems  to  have  thought  that  the  Philadelphian  Church  might  remain  in  the  tribulation,  yet, 
in  the  last  edition  of  his  Prophetic  Guide  (1844),  he  says,  speaking  of  the  date  666,  that  the 
Philadelphian  Church,  i.  e.,  the  wise  virgins,  will  be  saved  from  the  tribulation  during  1864-68, 
and  the  Laodicean  (or  unready)  part  left  behind  to  be  the  last  gathering  to  the  supper;  thus, 
according  to  this  view,  an  introductory  gathering. by  translation  must  evidently  take  place  before 
1864.  Dan.  12  : 11  compared  with  Matt.  24:  15-22  plainly  shows  that  the  great  tribulation 
lasts  about  three  and  a half  years,  and  the  second  translation  occurs  immediately  at  its  close. 
(Matt.  24  : 29-31.)  The  first  translation  and  resurrection  is  at  the  sounding  of  the  seventh 
trumpet  before  the  Napoleonic  woe,  or  great  tribulation.  It  is  expressly  said  in  Rev.  10  : 7,  that 
when  the  seventh  trumpet  begins  to  sound,  the  mystery  shall  be  finished  or  accomplished.  This 
mystery  is  explained  (1  Cor.  15  : 51,  52)  to  be  the  resurrection  and  translation;  therefore  the 
resurrection  and  translation  shall  be  accomplished  the  moment  that  the  last  woe-trumpet  has 
begun  to  sound,  introductory  to  the  third  woe  described  in  the  literal  fulfilment  of  Rev.  12  and 
13,  which  evidently  lasts  for  three  and  a half  years,  and,  as  is  expected,  from  1864  to  1868. 
Consequently,  if  this  last-named  date  be  right,  the  resurrection  must  take  place  before  or  about 
1864.  Moreover-,  the  rapture  of  the  Manchild,  and  the  appearance  on  Mt.  Zion  of  the  144,000 
(Rev.  12  and  14)  before  the  Beast’s  infidel  persecution,  both  signify,  in  their  literal  application, 
the  translation  of  the  Bride  before  the  three  and  a half  years’  tribulation.  The  second  trans- 
lation probably  takes  place  at  the  secondary  sounding  of  the  seventh  trumpet,  during  the  literal 
fulfilment  of  the  Apocalypse  in  the  last  three  and  a half  years. 

Another  most  remarkable  and  important  prediction,  which  Bickersteth  has  advanced  so  long 
since  as  1844,  is,  that  the  Infidel  Antichrist,  will  confirm  a seven  years’  covenant  with  the  Jews, 
about  the  year  1861.  In  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  his  remarks  on  the  seventy  weeks,  and 
the  date  666  (given  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet),  the  evidence  for  this  is  to  be  found.  He  says 
that  the  Infidel  Antichrist  will  cause  the  sacrifice  to  cease  during  the  last  half  of  the  week;  but 
according  to  Dan.  9 : 27,  the  same  person  confirms  the  covenant  at  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
who  afterwards  causes  the  sacrifice  to  cease ; therefore,  Bickersteth  evidently  states,  in  these 
words,  that  the  Antichrist  will  confirm  a covenant  with  the  Jews,  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
of  seven  years.  Again,  under  the  date  666,  he  places  the  last  half  week  of  Antichrist’s  perse- 
cution, between  1864  and  1868,  which  is  tantamount  to  saying  that  the  first  half  of  the  whole 
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week  of  seven  years,  will  commence  in  1861 ; at  which  time  the  Infidel  Antichrist  will  confirm 
a seven  years’  covenant  with  the  Jews. 

Who  was  likely  to  be  the  Personal  Antichrist,  this  writer  did  not  state,  as  he  died  before  Louis 
Napoleon  became  the  French  Emperor ; and  it  was  not  quite  so  clear  then,  as  it  is  now,  that  the 
French  Emperor  was  the  Infidel  Antichrist.  This,  however,  has  long  been  the  view  of  Faber, 
Gauntlett,  Frere,  Purdon,  Kees,  and  many  others.  If  Cuninghame’s  date  for  the  commencement 
and  close  of  the  1835  years  be  correct,  then  we  may  expect  this  seven  years’  treaty  to  be  con- 
cluded next  January  or  March  ; but  any  time  about  the  year  1861,  will  fall  within  the  terms  of 
the  prediction.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  possibly  this  covenant  might  be  concluded  with 
the  heads  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  until  some  time 
afterwards,  so  that  the  prediction  might  appear  to  have  failed  of  verification,  long  after  it  had 
actually  come  to  pass.  The  seven  years  to  be  mentioned  in  the  agreement,  will  probably  be  the 
period  for  which  Napoleon  III  will  engage  to  protect  all  Jews  dwelling  around  Jerusalem,  or  to 
assist  those  who  may  wish  to  emigrate  there,  or  to  make  free  grants  of  land  to  settlers.  In  the 
midst  of  the  seven  years,  he  will  begin  to  tyrannize  over  them,  setting  up  his  image  in  their 
temple,  and  causing  all  to  be  slain  who  refuse  to  worship  it.  Liberty  of  commerce  will  also  be 
granted  to  none  but  those  who  have  imprinted  on  their  forehead  or  right  hand,  the  number  666, 
or  one  of  the  words  Louis  Napoleon,  or  a certain  mark  which  he  will  appoint.  At  the  close  of 
the  three  and  a half  years,  during  which  this  will  continue,  the  Emperor  will  become  indescri- 
bably exasperated  with  some  acts  of  insubordination  on  their  part,  and  will  go  forth  at  the  head 
of  a vast  host,  breathing  out  threatenings  and  slaughter,  and  resolved,  in  his  fury,  to  destroy  and 
utterly  to  make  away  many.  To  this  thirst  for  vengeance,  will  be  superadded  the  stimulating 
lust  for  booty,  the  hope  of  taking  much  silver  and  gold,  and  cattle  and  goods,  for  a prey  and  for 
a spoil.  Among  his  innumerable  battalions,  assembled  to  this  war  of  extermination,  will  be 
found  the  ten  vassal  kings  of  the  Roman  earth,  and  their  armies,  contingents  from  Asia  and 
Africa,  tributary  bands  of  Russians  and  Persians,  “and  the  Ethiopians  and  Libyans,  shall  be 
at  his  steps.”  At  this  point,  England  will  interpose  and  confront  the  lawless  marauder  with 
remonstrances  and  denunciations  of  his  sacrilegious  aggressions.  The  expostulation  will,  how- 
ever, be  unheeded ; and  perhaps  Great  Britain  will  resort  to  the  more  effectual  step  of  despatch- 
ing to  Palestine,  by  sea,  a powerful  body  of  troops,  animated  with  the  unconquerable  determination 
to  rescue  the  Jews  from  destruction,  or  to  perish  in  the  attempt.  But,  even  should  this  course 
be  adopted,  these  noble  and  chivalrous  protectors  of  the  defenceless,  will  be  unable  to  do  more 
than  act  the  part  of  spectators  of  the  overthrow  and  discomfiture  of  the  Antichristian  tyrant. 
Having  concentrated  his  armed  hosts  upon  Jerusalem,  this  modern  Pharaoh  will  have  already 
begun,  in  anticipation,  to  exult  over  the  victory  within  his  grasp  ; when  suddenly,  without  a 
moment’s  premonition,  a frightful  tumult  will  arise  from  every  quarter  of  his  camp.  A confu- 
sion more  confounding  than  that  of  Babel  will  be  heard  on  every  side.  The  mutual  hatreds 
and  jealousies,  that  have  been  long  fermenting  among  the  various  sections  of  his  heterogeneous 
and  ill-assorted  host,  will  have  burst  forth  in  a tempest  of  irrepressible  fury.  “ Every  man's 
sword  will  be  against  his  brother.”  Ezek.  38  : 21.  European,  Asian,  African,  German,  Italian, 
Russian,  all  will  be  mingled  in  one  chaotic,  fierce,  and  sanguinary  conflict  of  mutual  slaughter. 
Simultaneously,  great  hailstones,  and  fire  and  brimstone,  will  be  rained  down  upon  the  ill-fated 
combatants  ; and  to  accelerate  their  destruction,  the  earth  will  open  her  mouth,  and  engulph 
thousands  like  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  in  the  yawning  chasm.  In  a shorter  period  than 
would  be  occupied  by  the  recital,  five-sixths  of  these  proud  and  heaven-defying  warriors  will 
have  had  their  carcases  given  as  food  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field. 
Meanwhile,  the  Infidel  Antichrist,  who  is  gazing  upon  the  scene  with  feelings  akin  to  those  expe- 
rienced by  the  first  Napoleon,  at  Waterloo,  when  the  line  of  the  Old  Guard  wavered  and  broke, 
is  suddenly  seized  by  the  divine  executioners  of  “ the  judgment  written,”  and,  together  with  the 
False  Prophet,  his  intimate  associate,  is  cast  alive  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Thus,  the  peculiar  dis- 
tinction is  allotted  to  these  two  confederates  in  iniquity  of  entering  into  the  lake  of  fire  1000 
years  earlier  than  any  other  transgressors,  or  even  than  Satan  himself,  who  with  the  rest  of  the 
wicked  is  not  cast  into  it  until  the  end  of  the  millennium.  As  Enoch  and  Elijah  ascended  to 
heaven  in  their  bodies  many  centuries  before  the  resurrection  of  the  righteous,  so  the  Infidel 
and  Papal  Antichrists  will  go  into  the  place  of  torment  in  their  bodies  many  centuries  before 
the  resurrection  of  the  wicked.  All  the  dead,  who  have  ever  been  born  again,  will  be  raised 
and  judged,  and  admitted  into  heaven  at  Christ’s  second  coming,  at  the  beginning  of  the  millen- 
nium ; but  all  the  dead,  who  have  died  in  an  unconverted  state,  will  remain  in  their  graves 
until  the  end  of  the  millennium,  and  then  be  raised  and  judged  before  the  great  white  throne, 
and  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire,  to  be  tormented  day  and  night  for  ever  and  ever.  Rev.  20. 

“The  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty,”  which  will  be  thus  terminated  by  the  con- 
signment to  the  burning  lake  of  the  French  Emperor  and  the  Pope,  is  generally  called  the 
Battle  of  Armageddon,  and  is  described  at  full  length  in  Ezek.  38  : 39,  where  the  person  spoken 
of  as  Gog  is  the  French  Emperor ; also,  in  Rev.  19,  and  Dan.  11  : 40-45,  the  same  events  are 
delineated.  The  Seventh  Vial  is  poured  out  at  least  three  and  a half  years  before  the  battle. 
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The  incorrect  translation  of  Rev.  16  : 16  seems  inconsistent  with  this  ; but  the  words  “into  the 
place,”  should  be  rendered  “ towards  the  place.”  The  gathering  of  the  armies  towards  Arma- 
geddon is  already  going  forward.  The  three  “ unclean  spirits,  like  frogs,”  of  infidelity  and 
spiritualism,  of  revolutionary  despotism,  and  of  Papal  superstition,  have  been  actively  at  work 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  combining  to  bring  about  this  result.  The  battle  described  in  Ezek. 
88  : 39  is  wholly  distinct  from  the  rebellion  of  Gog  and  Magog,  mentioned  in  Rev.  20  : 8, 
although  the  similarity  of  the  names  might  lead  to  the  opinion  that  the  contest  in  each  case  is 
one  and  the  same.  Both  these  rebellions  are  chiefly  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
of  Magog,  but  the  one  is  separated  from  the  other  by  the  intervening  space  of  one  thousand 
years. 

The  millennium  is  a transition  period  of  1000  years,  from  the  Gentile  Dispensation  to  the  ever- 
lasting kingdom.  The  condition  of  the  earth  at  its  commencement,  after  the  fearful  judgments 
of  the  three  and  a half  years’  tribulation,  is  described  in  Isaiah  24  : 6 : “The  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  are  burned  and  few  men  left.”  A few  of  the  wicked,  who  are  left  behind  after  the  trans- 
lations of  the  saints,  will  be  spared  and  converted,  and  constitute  the  nucleus  of  the  new  popula- 
tion, that  will  speedily  refill  the  entire  globe.  As  the  general  conflagration  does  not  take  place 
until  the  end  of  the  1000  years  (the  day  of  the  Lord),  most  of  the  now-existing  works  of  man’s 
hand,  such  as  buildings,  manufactories,  libraries,  railways,  vessels,  will  remain  for  the  use  of  the 
millennial  population,  who  will  thus  commence  the  new  dispensation  under  circumstances  emi- 
nently favorable  to  the  attainment  of  the  utmost  prosperity.  The  condition  of  society,  as 
regards  trade  and  commerce  and  the  ordinary  habits  and  occupations  of  life,  will  be  much  the 
same  as  at  present ; but  every  person  will  be  acquainted  with  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  and 
nearly  all  will  be  truly  converted.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  there  will  be  more  converted  per- 
sons in  one-generation  in  the  millennium  than  in  all  the  two  hundred  generations  previously. 
At  present,  out  of  1300,000,000  people  on  the  earth,  about  300,000,000  alone  have  heard  the 
Gospel ; and  of  these,  perhaps,  not  more  than  five  million  are  truly  born  again.  But  at  that 
blissful  epoch,  righteousness  will  universally  prevail ; there  will  be  no  more  war ; the  fertility  of 
the  soil  will  be  greatly  increased  ; the  beasts  of  prey  will  lose  their  savage  natures,  and  the 
lion  and  wolf  will  graze  peacefully  beside  the  flocks  and  herds.  But  death  and  some  degree  of 
sinfulness  will  still  remain.  (Isaiah  65  : 20  ; Zech.  14  : 17-19.)  Over  these  unglorified  in- 
habitants of  the  earth,  the  Lord  Jesus,  with  his  glorified  saints,  will  visibly  reign  ; but  this  does 
not  necessarily  imply  the  continual  presence  of  the  King  of  Glory  with  these  saints  upon  this 
planet,  which  is  a mere  speck  compared  with  the  vast  extent  of  the  entire  universe.  All  the 
innumerable  worlds  contained  within  the  limits  of  the  whole  creation  will  equally  be  subjected 
to  the  government  and  dominion  of  the  glorified  saints  : for  they  are  kings  and  priests  and  joint 
heirs  with  Him  who  is  Heir  of  all  things.  As  Christ,  their  Head,  is  exalted  far  above  all  princi- 
palities and  powers  ; so,  they  who  become  his  glorified  members  will  equally  be  exalted  with 
him.  They  will  govern  the  countless  ranks  and  orders  of  angels.  Each  saint,  who  is  raised  or 
translated  at  the  Second  Advent,  will  rule  over  a kingdom  of  angelic  subjects  of  vaster  extent 
probably  than  the  greatest  empire  that  ever  existed  upon  this  earth. 

There  are  six  portions  of  Scripture  which  distinctly  and  immediately  describe  the  great  tribu- 
lation of  three  and  a half  years.  (Matt.  24  : 14-21  ; Mark  13  : 10-20  ; Rev.  16  : 17-21  ; Jer. 
30  : 6,  7 ; and  Dan.  12,  Rev.  12,  in  their  literal  fulfilment.)  A strange  mistake  is  often  com- 
mitted by  taking  the  abomination  of  desolation  to  relate  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by 
Titus.  Dan.  12:11  plainly  shows  that  it  means  the  setting  up  of  Antichrist’s  image  in  the 
temple  during  the  time  of  trouble.  The  typical  application  of  Dan.  12  : 11  to  the  Papacy,  does 
not  at  all  affect  the  question.  The  exhortation  to  flee  to  the  mountains  is  addressed  to  the  Jews 
living  at  Jerusalem  during  the  coming  woe,  who,  by  escaping  when  the  Emperor’s  image  is  set 
up  in  their  temple,  will  avoid  the  subsequent  persecution.  The  great  tribulation  is  a phrase 
used  only  three  times  in  the  Bible,  and  in  each  instance  (Matt.  24,  Mark  13,  and  Rev.  7)  solely 
and  exclusively  in  the  sense  of  the  three  and  a half  years  of  infidel  persecution,  immediately 
before  the  second  stage  in  Christ’s  coming.  In  Luke  21,  where  the  verses  12  to  24,  beginning 
“But  before  all  these  things,”  refer  back  almost  entirely  to  Titus's  siege  of  Jerusalem,  the  im- 
portant phrases  “ abomination  of  desolation”  and  “ great  tribulation”  are  purposely  omitted, 
because  they  are  only  applicable  to  the  yet  future  tyranny  of  Antichrist,  as  described  in  Matt. 
24  and  Mark  13. 

The  use  of  the  same  general  expressions  to  describe  these  two  similar,  yet  wholly  distinct 
events,  has  perplexed  some  commentators,  and  led  them  to  the  untenable  view  that  the  great 
tribulation  has  extended  through  the  whole  of  this  dispensation  ! How  far  Antichrist  is  likely  to 
carry  his  conquests,  and  spread  his  infidel  apostasy,  is  a question  worthy  of  careful  inquiry. 
He  is  to  make  the  nearest  approach  to  obtaining  a universal  empire  that  the  world  has  ever 
witnessed.  “ Power  shall  be  given  him  over  all  kingdoms  and  tongues  and  nations.”  Rev.  13. 
A point  will,  perhaps,  be  reached  in  his  career  when  he  will  possess  paramount  influence  in  the 
affairs  of  every  nation.  England  has  just  cause  for  looking  well  to  her  defences.  Her  military 
weakness  was  not  exaggerated  by  Sir  C.  Napier  when  he  said,  in  the  House  of  Commons: 
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“Were  France  and  Russia  allied  against  us,  the  Queen’s  throne  would  not  be  worth  six  month’s 
purchase.”  Immense  sums  have  been  spent  by  Napoleon  upon  the  harbor  and  fortress  of  Cher- 
bourg, which  is  described  by  the  French  as  the  eye  to  watch  and  the  hand  to  strike  England. 
The  English  Channel  is  converted,  by  the  invention  of  steam-vessels,  into  a mere  river ; and, 
from  all  that  prophecy  reveals  as  to  the  character  and  aims  of  Napoleon,  no  opportunity  of  trans- 
porting his  armies  across  it,  with  the  prospect  of  a successful  result,  is  likely  to  be  neglected. 
Some  retributive  judgment  is  sure  to  descend  upon  England,  if  it  be  only  for  her  conduct  toward 
China.  According  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tait,  of  England,  in  his  “ Opium  Trade,”  nearly  half  a million 
Chinese  die  annually  poisoned  by  opium,  illegally  forced  into  their  country,  and  which  brings  to 
the  Indian  Government  an  annual  revenue  of  25,000,000  dollars.  The  justifiableness  of  the 
present  Chinese  War  on  the  part  of  England  is  more  than  questionable.  The  50,000,000  dol- 
lars that  have  already  been  spent  over  that  war,  had  better  have  been  reserved  to  relieve  the 
poverty  that  will  soon  prevail  among  her  operatives.  For,  when  the  American  ‘Union  is  dis- 
solved by  the  secession  of  the  Southern  States,  the  exports  of  cotton  are  likely  to  be  diminished 
by  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  and  servile  insurrections.  As  this  disruption  may  occur  speedily, 
perhaps  even  before  1861,  England  must  soon  feel  the  effects  in  want  of  employment  among  the  one- 
fifth  of  her  population,  who  are  engaged  in  cotton  manufactures.  In  the  midst  of  the  riots  and 
disturbances  that  would  necessarily  arise,  Napoleon  might  find  a good  opportunity  to  attempt  an 
invasion.  Although  there  are  several  reasons  for  believing  that  such  an  attempt  will  be  made 
in  the  course  of  the  next  seven  years,  yet  it  plainly  appears  from  Ezek.  38  : 13,  that  England 
will  preserve  her  power  and  independence  at  least  up  to  1864,  and  even  as  late  as  1867,  if  the 
period  of  Ezekiel’s  narrative  be  the  end  and  not  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  a half  years. 
This  does  not  exclude  the  likelihood  of  an  endeavor  on  Napoleon’s  part  to  subjugate  England, 
which  could  not  but  cause  great  loss  of  life,  and  transmit  sorrow  and  mourning  to  many  an 
English  household.  Whether  or  not  Antichrist  sets  up  his  image,  and  carries  on  his  persecu- 
tion in  England,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  American  Continent  at  least  will  not  enjoy 
entire  exemption  from  this  evil.  Spiritualism,  which  is  unquestionably  the  latter-day  exhibi- 
tion of-Satanic  power  predicted  in  Matt.  24  : 24,  and  2 Thess.  2 : 9,  to  accompany  the  infidel 
apostasy,  has  had  its  chief  rise  in  America,  and  is  said  to  have  materially  infected  two  million 
out  of  the  thirty  million  in  the  United  States.  The  Antichrist’s  system  of  delusion,  by  which  he 
will  institute  and  establish  the  worship  of  his  image,  will  be  only  a fuller  development  of  spi- 
ritualism. As  soon  as  he  throws  off  the  mask  under  which  he  is  now  concealed,  and  reveals 
himself  in  his  full-grown  proportions,  a considerable  number  will  be  found  on  these  shores  pre- 
pared, by  the  instructions  of  the  mediums,  to  acknowledge  his  blasphemous  pretensions,  and 
accept  him  as  their  spiritual  head.  Their  ranks  will  be  swelled  by  many  of  the  Papists,  who 
will  follow  the  example  of  their  co-religionists  in  Europe.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  unforeseen 
political  complications  may  arise,  and  events  take  such  a turn,  as  to  bring  across  the  ocean  some 
of  Napoleon’s  600,000  French  soldiers,  and  give  them  a foothold  on  American  soil.  The  inter- 
ference of  France  was  sought  and  obtained  in  the  last  American  war,  and  the  precedent  may 
be  followed  in  the  conflagration  of  intestine  warfare  which  seems  likely  soon  to  rage  with  uncon- 
trollable fury. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected,  that  vast  as  are  the  military  resources  of  the  French  Emperor, 
he  will  yet  require  all  his  forces  to  carry  out  his  ambitious  schemes  of  territorial  aggrandizement 
on  the  European  platform.  It  is  true  that  this  will  be  the  case  for  a short  interval  prior  to  the 
rise  of  the  ten  European  kings,  who  shall  receive  power  as  kings  one  hour  with  the  Beast,  and 
give  their  power  unto  the  Beast.  Rev.  17  : 12,  13.  But  when  this  event,  which  is  yet  future, 
has  taken  place,  in  the-course  of  the  next  three  years  and  a half,  the  Emperor  will  find  himself 
more  powerful  than  ever,  and  in  a position  to  extend  his  conquests  in  fresh  quarters  of  the  globe. 
It  is  probable,  also,  that  the  superhuman  Satanic  power  and  skill,  which  is  to  be  permitted  to  be 
exercised  in  his  behalf,  may  find  one  form  of  its  development  in  the  invention  and  construction 
of  such  inconceivably  destructive  missiles  and  engines  of  warfare  as  to  make  resistance  to  his 
armed  hosts  almost  utterly  hopeless.  About  this  time,  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  will  be  rent 
and  convulsed  with  political,  social,  and  physical  disturbances.  Earthquakes,  literally  and  figu- 
ratively, will  occur  with  unparalleled  frequency  and  violence ; malignant  pestilences,  completely 
; baffling  all  the  resources  of  medical  skill,  will  mow  down  thousands  on  every  side,  and  the  earth 
will  refuse  to  yield  her  increase  or  bring  forth  her  fruit  in  due  season ; famine  will  stalk  abroad 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land ; “ there  will  be  a time  of  trouble  such  as  never 
was  since  there  was  a nation  even  to  that  same  time.”  As  the  first  eruptions  of  the  French  Re- 
volution broke  out  for  three  and  a half  years,  from  1789  to  1793,  preparing  the  way  for  the  Reign 
of  Terror,  which  lasted  another  three  and  a half  years,  from  1793  to  1796,  so  we  may  suppose 
that  the  three  and  a half  years  from  1861  to  1864  will  be  marked  by  great  calamities  and  disas- 
ters, although  of  not  such  overwhelming  severity  as  from  1864  to  1868.  The  Word  of  God  dis- 
tinctly speaks  of  the  Revolutions  in  1789-96  as  “a  great  earthquake”  (Rev.  6:12;  11  : 13) ; but 
the  coming  tribulation  is  called  “ an  earthquake  so  mighty  and  so  great,  as  was  not  since  men 
were  upon  the  earth.”  Rev.  16  : 18.  The  first  is  a sample  and  foretaste  of  the  second;  but 
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■whereas  the  one  was  local  and  partial  in  its  effects,  the  other  is  to  he  universal  and  world-wide 
in  its  extent  and  operations.  The  Seventh  Vial  is  poured  out  into  the  air, — a symbol  of  univer- 
sality. The  wine-cup  of  God’s  fury  is  represented  as  being  given  t?<  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world 
which  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ; and  the  king  of  Sheshach  shall  drink  after  them.  Jer.  25. 
This  king  is  understood  to  be  the  last  Antichrist, — in  other  words,  the  French  Emperor.  It  would 
thus  appear  that  France  will  be  exempted,  in  a great  measure,  from  the  earlier  outpourings  of 
God’s  wrath,  that  it  may  retain  its  strength  unimpaired,  to  act  as  a rod  to  chastise  the  nations. 
The  approaching  reign  of  infidelity  linked  with  despotism,  will  be  characterized  by  far  more 
daring  avowals  of  impiety  and  blasphemy  than  were  ever  reached  in  the  days  of  Voltaire  and 
Robespierre.  Their  atheism  stopped  short  at  the  national  rejection  of  the  worship  of  God;  but 
the  atheism  which  shall  signalize  the  period  of  the  Napoleonic  woe  from  1864  to  1868  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  assertion  and  establishment  of  the  worship  of  man,  in  the  person  of  the  French  Em- 
peror. The  commencement  of  this,  by  the  Jews  receiving  him  as  their  Messiah,  may  be  expected 
very  speedily.  This  would  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  covenant  on  his  part,  to  permit  them  to 
continue  the  observance  of  the  Mosaic  rites  during  the  seven  years.  In  the  time  of  the  three 
and  a half  years’  woe  the  imperial  image  will  be  set  up  in  nearly  every  town,  every  city,  and  every 
village  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Germany;  and  through  all  the  prophetic  “earth”  bands  of 
furious  zealots,  instigated  by  demon  influence,  will  search  out  and  bring  to  the  test  every  individual, 
small  or  great : those  who  refuse  to  receive  the  mark  will  be  slain,  while  such  as  do  receive  it  are 
irrevocably  condemned  to  eternal  torment.  Rev.  14:  9. — The  following  six  statements  contain  a 
summary  of  the  events  now  impending  in  Europe.  (1.)  The  European  kingdoms  will  be  cast  into 
the  crucible  of  revolutionary  disorganization,  from  which  will  emerge  exactly  ten  kingdoms, 
governed  by  ten  vassal  kings,  who  will  unanimously  submit  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
French  Emperor.  Rev.  17  : 12-14.  (2.)  The  period  of  time  allotted  for  the  duration  of  these 

ten  kingdoms  is  defined  to  be  “ one  hour,”  which  is  probably  identical  with  “ the  hour  of  tempta- 
tion” (Rev.  3:10;  18  : 10),  or  the  three  and  a half  years’  tribulation.  In  this  case  the  European 
Continent  will  be  thus  subdivided  by  the  year  1864,  if  not  sooner.  (3.)  When  the  Continental 
powers  have  assumed  this  form,  they  will  renounce  and  utterly  abolish  the  Papal  religion,  aud 
will  substitute  in  its  stead  the  French  Emperor’s  infidel  apostasy.  (4.)  The  Pope  and  Romish 
ecclesiastics  will  embrace  and  advocate  this  new  system  of  apostasy,  causing  an  image  to  be  made 
to  the  French  Emperor,  and  commanding  divine  worship  to  be  rendered  to  it.  Rev.  13  : 11-15. 
(5.)  The  Roman  Pontiff  will  likewise  become  possessed  of  miraculous  Satanic  power  to  make 
fire  come  down  on  the  earth,  and  to  endow  the  imperial  image  with  apparent  vitality  and  the 
faculty  of  speech.  All  will  be  slain  within  the  limits  of  the  Roman  earth,  who  refuse  to  worship 
the  image.  (6.)  During  the  forty-two  months  of  this  infidel  persecution,  Elijah  and  another 
prophet  will  appear  in  the  regions  where  it  prevails  (Mai.  4 : 5),  and  bear  witness,  as  described 
in  Rev.  11  : 3-13.  The  Beast  will  ultimately  slay  them,  but  they  shall  be  raised  up  after  three 
and  a half  days,  and  ascend  up  to  heaven  in  a cloud. 

As  to  what  the  names  of  the  ten  kingdoms  may  be,  when  they  ultimately  appear  under  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  French  Emperor,  it  is  not  possible  to  predicate  with  certainty ; but  they 
will  probably  include,  1.  Spain ; 2.  Portugal ; 3.  Sardinia ; 4.  Belgium  ; 5.  Bavaria ; 6.  Aus- 
tria; 7.  Wurtemberg;  8.  Prussia;  9.  Baden;  10.  Hanover;  while  Switzerland,  Holland,  Tur- 
key, Greece,  and  also  England,  are  thought  by  some  writers  to  be  likely  to  be  included  in  some 
way  among  the  ten.  A considerable  alteration  iu  the  present  subdivisions  of  Europe  may  be 
expected.  Regarding  the  question,  whether  Louis  Napoleon  is  the  personal  Antichrist,  while 
there  is  Scriptural  proof  equal  to  mathematical  demonstration,  that  a French  Emperor  is  to  be 
the  Antichrist,  it  has  been  thought  that  if  Napoleon  was  to  die,  another  .French  Emperor  would 
equally  fulfil  the  prophecies.  There  is,  however,  scarcely  any  doubt  that  Napoleon  is  the  man 
of  prophecy;  and  as  soon  as  he  has  confirmed  the  seven  years’  covenant  with  the  Jews,  it  will 
be  absolutely  certain  that  he  is  the  person  destined  to  be  cast  with  the  Pope  into  the  burning 
lake,  about  A.D.  1868.  His  name,  Louis  (in  Latin,  Ludovicus),  contains  the  mystic  number 
666  ; exactly  thus  : L 50  -j-  u 5 -j-  d 500  -j-oO-f-vS  + il-!-0  100  -f-  u 5 -j-  s 0 = 666.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  more  than  a century  since  Bengel,  a German  commentator,  in  his  Gnomon, 
mentions  Ludovicus  as  the  most  likely  name  to  belong  to  the  Infidel  Antichrist,  because  it  con- 
tains the  number  666  most  perfectly. 

In  the  midst  of  these  coming  scenes  of  desolation,  which  none  can  contemplate  without  horror, 
there  will  be  unparalleled  revivals  of  religion,  chiefly  among  the  nations  not  included  in  Chris- 
tendom. The  Gospel-seed  that  has  been  sown  among  the  heathen  in  India,  China,  Africa,  and 
elsewhere,  will  issue  in  an  inconceivably  abundant  harvest.  At  the  resurrection  and  first  trans- 
lation before  the  three  and  a half  years,  “ hour  of  temptation”  (Rev.  3 : 10  ; 7 : 1-8  ; 14 : 1-5 ; 
12:  5,  6;  11:  18;  16:  15;  Luke,  14:  22:  Matt.  25:  10;  1 Thess.  4;  1 Cor.  15:  52),  all  con- 
verted persons  constituting  the  Philadelphian  first-fruits  will  be  removed  from  the  earth.  Some 
texts  (2  Tim.  4:  8)  make  it  appear  that  those  converted  persons  who  are  not  looking  for  the 
speedy  personal  advent  of  Christ  will  be  left  behind  until  the  second  translation,  and  though  a 
further  opportunity  of  glorifying  God  in  the  fire  of  tribulation  will  thus  be  afforded  them,  this 
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advantage  will  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  their  exclusion  from  the  inmost  circle  of  glory 
which  is  assigned  solely  to  the  Bride,  or  subjects  of  the  first  translation.  When,  however,  many, 
if  not  all,  of  the  saints  now  living  are  thus  removed,  it  is  evident  that  conversions  must  take 
place  with  a rapidity,  and  to  an  extent,  hitherto  unknown,  in  order  to  produce  within  three  and 
a half  years  the  multitude  of  saints  who  are  translated  at  the  end  of  that  time  (Rev.  7 : 9-17), 
and  who  are  so  numerous  as  to  be  called  a harvest  (Rev.  14:  15)  in  comparison  with  the  living 
subjects  of  the  first  translation,  who  are  only  called  the  first  sheaf,  or  first  fruits  (Rev.  14:  4). 
As  a harvest  is,  at  least,  one  hundred  times  as  great  as  its  first  sheaf  or  first  fruits,  if  we  suppose 
only  a million  living  persons  to  be  in  the  first  translation,  this  gives  at  least  a hundred  million 
as  the  number  in  the  second  translation,  who  will  all  be  converted  principally  among  the  heathen 
in  about  the  last  three  and  a half  years  between  1864  and  1868.  Let  all  who  wish  to  have  a 
hand  in  sowing  the  seed  that  will  issue  in  this  glorious  harvest  of  souls  at  once  contribute  to 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  that  during  the  short  period  that 
remains  as  many  copies  of  the  Word  of  God  as  possible  may  be  sent  out  to  supply  the  urgent 
demand  that  will  arise  for  them  during  the  coming  revivals  of  religion.1  Dr.  Judson’s  remarks 
on  the  duty  of  missionary  contribution  are  striking;  he  says:  “Surely,  if  any  sin  will  lie  with 
crushing  weight  on  the  trembling,  shrinking  soul  when  grim  death  draws  near, — if  any  sin  will 
clothe  the  face  of  the  final  Judge  with  an  angry  frown,  withering  up  the  last  hope  of  the  con- 
demned, it  is  the  sin  of  turning  a deaf  ear  to  the  plaintive  cry  of  millions  of  immortal  beings, 
who,  by  their  darkness  and  misery,  cry  night  and  day,  ‘ Come  to  our  rescue,  ye  sons  and 
daughters  of  America  ; come  and  save  us,  for  we  are  sinking  into  hell.’  ” While  a thousand 
million  heathen  are  thus  sinking  into  hell,  no  true  Christian  will  spend  the  smallest  sum  in 
unnecessary  luxuries,  but  will  give  all  that  can  be  spared  to  the  Foreign  Missionary  Societies, 
through  which,  at  the  average  cost  of  half  a dollar  each,  the  Gospel  can  be  made  known  to 
those  who  otherwise  must  hopelessly  perish.  Let  us,  in  these  times,  plead  more  earnestly  on 
behalf  of  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  and  pray2 3  for  a larger  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  all 
the  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Let  each  examine  himself  whether  he  be  in  the  faith. 
It  is  of  the  first  importance  for  every  one  to  ascertain  whether  they  have  been  born  again,  for, 
“ Except  a man  is  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.”  John,  3 : 3.  No  human 
being  ever  has  escaped,  or  ever  can  escape,  eternal  damnation,  except  by  becoming  born  again, 
or,  in  other  words,  by  being  converted.  This  momentous  change  is  not  produced  by  baptism, 
or  by  a mere  reformation  of  conduct,  or  by  living  a decent,  moral,  respectable  life.  There  are 
thousands  who  are  excellent  outward  Christians,  attending  church,  receiving  the  Sacrament, 
maintaining  family  worship,  and  fully  believing  every  article  of  Christian  faith,  who  are  yet  not 
born  again,  and  consequently  will  be  cast  into  hell  unless  they  undergo  this  change.  In  cases 
where  this  inward  transformation  has  been  effected,  those  who  have  experienced  it  will  take  a 
real  delight  in  constantly  meditating  upon  the  Scriptures,  in  frequently  engaging  in  secret  and 
social  prayer,  and  in  personally  laboring  to  make  known  the  Gospel  to  others  by  such  means  as 
visiting  the  sick  and  destitute,  giving  religious  instruction  in  schools  for  the  poor,  distributing 
tracts,  and  warning  their  unconverted  friends  of  the  necessity  of  becoming  converted.  Those 
who  desire  to  become  born  again  must  be  convinced  that  they  are,  by  nature'  and  by  practice, 
utterly  sinful  and  corrupt,  heirs  of  wrath,  born  under  a curse,  and  with  the  sentence  of  con- 
demnation to  eternal  torment  registered  against  them  in  heaven ; but  that  God  has  given  his 
Son  to  die  in  their  room  and  in  their  stead,  and  now  offers  a full  and  free  pardon  and  eternal 
happiness  to  all  who  .believe  on  Him,  and  surrender  themselves,  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  to  his 
service,  and  pray  earnestly,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  for  pardon  and  for  a new  heart  until  they  feel 
they  are  answered.  When  the  sinner  is  truly  converted,  he  feels  that  he  has  undergone  a start- 
ling and  indescribable  change,  as  if  he  was  in  a new  world ; old  things  are  passed  away,  and  he 
has  become  a new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  From  that  moment  he  is  inalienably  possessed  of 
eternal  salvation,  and  all  his  sins,  future,  as  well  as  past,  are  completely  blotted  out.  Those  who 
have  once  been  converted  cau  never  afterwards  become  unconverted  or  perish  (Phil.  1:6;  Jer. 

1 God’s  word  has  not  left  us  without  bright  hopes  in  the  very  midst  of  the  impending  judgments.  In  the  beautiful 
emblem  given  to  Noah,  he  was  told,  It  shall  come  to  pass  when  I bring  a cloud  over  the  earth  that  the  bow  shall  be  seen 
in  the  cloufl.  As  we  see  in  the  parallel  of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  the  richest  ingathering  oul  of  that  nation  to  Christ 
was  just  before  those  judgments  which  cut  them  off  as  a nation  from  the  visible  Church:  the  fullest  measure  of  true 
conversion  with  which  the  nation  was  blessed  being  very  probably  from  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  to  the  fall  of 
Jerusalem,  so  may  we,  from  various  intimations  of  God's  word,  hope  that  it  will  be  in  the  last  days  of  the  Gentile 
dispensation.  This  seems  intimated  with  regard  to  Christendom  by  the  messengers,  in  the  parable  of  the  great  supper, 
going  at  the  supper  lime  to  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city  to  bring  in  the  poor , the  maimed,  the  halt,  and  the  blind.  So 
our  Lord,  in  comparing  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  the  seed,  tells  us  there  is  first  the  blade , then  the  ear  ; after  that  the 
full  corn  in  the  ear ; and  when  the  fruit  is  brought  forth,  immediately  he  putteth  in  the  sickle,  because  the  harvest  is  come. 

We  seem  to  have  here  another  intimation  of  a full  harvest  in  the  end.  The  prediction  in  Rev.  7 : 9-14  brings  this 
vast  harvest  YET  To  be  gathered  within  the  lime  of  the  great  tribulation.  It  is  so  like  our  God,  and  we  see  it  so 
remarkably  in  his  dealings  with  his  Church,  to  make  grace  abound  even  in  the  time  of  abounding  iniquity,  that  we 
may  entertain  Scriptural  and  cheering  hopes  of  large  conversions  to  God,  before,  and  even  during,  these  awful 
judgments.  When  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn  righteousness. — Bickerstelh,  on 
the  Prophecies. 

3 From  those  who  may  derive  spiritual  light  or  edification  from  these  pages,  the  author  would  request  for  himself 
their  intercessory  supplications. 
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3 : 14 ; 1 John  5:4:  John  5 : 24).  None  shall  ever  enter  into  the  regions  of  the  lost  who  have 
once  been  born  again.  Let  those  who  have  not  yet  attained  to  this  most  momentous  change  no 
longer  resist  the  tender  invitations  of  the  Saviour  who  has  died  for  them,  and  who  earnestly 
desires  that  they  would  diligently  pray  to  Him  for  the  bestowment  of  this  new  heart.  Let  such 
persevere  in  secret  prayer,  in  all  places  and  under  all  circumstances  (for  no  special  place  or 
posture  is  essential  to  this),  until  they  feel  and  know  that  they  have  become  born  again.  Let 
them  do  this,  remembering  that  Jesus  is  willing  to  listen  to  the  most  guilty  and  depraved,  and 
is  abundantly  able  to  transform  them  from  slaves  of  Satan  into  children  of  God.  Every  living 
person  is  included  in  the  promise,  “ Him  that  cometh  to  me  I will  in  no  wise  east  out.”  John 
6:  37. 

Before  subjoining  explanatory  remarks  upon  the  chronological  dates,  it  may  be  useful  to  glance 
at  the  opinions  of  some  other  eminent  writers  as  to  our  present  position  in  the  stream  of  time. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle,  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whose  name  is  so  well  known  in 
literary  and  diplomatic  circles,  has  recently  stated  in  a treatise  on  the  Book  of  Daniel,  that  we 
are  on  the  eve  of  stupendous  events,  and  on  the  verge  of  the  close  of  this  dispensation  : it  is  not 
likely,  as  Dr.  Cumming  remarks,  that  he  would  make  the  statement  except  under  a deep  con- 
viction of  its  truth  : and  such  a testimony  to  the  correctness  of  the  views  advanced  by  Elliot, 


Cumming,  and  others,  coming  from  so  high  a quarter,  ought  to  make  the  most  infidel  believe 


that  there  is  solid  ground  for  investigation  and  research  in  these  sacred  and  interesting  subjects 
of  study.  This  nobleman  also  expresses  himself  as  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  soundness  of 
the  year-day  system  of  interpretation,  by  which  the  prophetic  days  mentioned  in  Daniel  and 
Revelation  are  taken  to  have  a symbolical  fulfilment  as  years. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  has  very  ably  combated  the  modern  Whitbyan  heresy  of  a post- 
millennial  advent,  in  his  work  called  “ The  Finished  Mystery,”  which  is  a valuable  addition  to  the 
numerous  treatises  that  have  upheld  the  speedy  coming  of  Christ : the  post-millennial  view,  which 
supposes  the  conversion  of  the  world  before  Christ  comes,  completely  excludes  the  possibility  of 
obeying  the  oft-repeated  command,  Watch,  for  in  the  present  time  of  abounding  iniquity,  how 
can  any  one  expect  the  personal  advent  of  Christ,  who  believes  that  it  cannot  happen  until  1000 
years  after  the  world  has  been  converted.  The  Duke  has  likewise  written  a book,  entitled  “ The 
Times  of  Daniel,”  which  discusses  the  important  periods  of  2300  years  and  490  years  in  Dan. 

8 : 14,  and  9 : 24.  Although  pursuing  a new  and  original  method  of  interpretation  with  regard 
to  the  2300  years,  he  yet  makes  it  terminate  within  ten  years  of  1868,  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances, is  a remarkable  approximation  to  the  true  period.  . 

Viscount  Mandeville  has  published  a work  under  the  title  of  “ Horae  Hebraic®, ” containing  an  ■ 
inquiry  into  the  nature,  extent,  and  duration  of  the  Messiah’s  kingdom,  which  he  considers  will 
be  set  up  at  the  commencement,  and  not  at  the  end,  of  the  millennial  1000  years.  This  belief, 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  high  probability  of  the  1000  years  beginning  in  1868,  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  establishment  of  the  Davidic  kingdom  is  immediately  at  hand. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Bishop  Newton,  together  with  Mede,  Cressener,  Vitringa,  Danbury,  Low- 
man,  &c.,  are  very  valuable  writers,  but  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  living  before  the 
French  Revolution,  which  has  proved  the  great  landmark  in  the  solution  of  Apocalyptic  mysteries. 
Since  that  important  event  many  prophetic  treatises  have  been  written,  and  at  the  present  time 
the  year-day  interpretation  of  the  books  of  Daniel  and  Revelation  may  be  considered  to  be  com- 
pletely elucidated  by  expositors  of  the  school  of  Bickersteth,  Elliott,  and  Gumming. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  half  century,  the  writings  of  the  following  twenty  ministers  and  lay- 
men, most  of  them  of  the  greatest  eminence,  have  distinctly  proclaimed  the  personal  coming  of 
Christ  and  the  close  of  this  dispensation,  to  take  place  about  the  period  1864-1868.  The  list 
might  no  doubt  be  enlarged  to  five  or  ten  times  the  number,  were  it  possible  to  collect  all  the 
treatises  advocating  this  view  which  have  been  published  in  Great  Britain  during  that  time.1 

The  names  of  these  twenty  writers,  with  the  dates  of  their  publications,  are  as  follows  : Iu 
Great  Britain:  Chytraeus ; Bichens  (1794);  Frere  (1815);  Rev.  E.  Cooper  (1825);  Rev.  G. 
Croly  (1828);  Cuninghame  (1837);  Rev.  J.  Hooper  (1847) ;’  Rev.  L.  Way  (1818);  Rev.  E. 
Bickersteth  (18361;  Rev.  T.  Birks  (1840);  Rev.  E.  Elliott  (1846) ; Rev.  Dr.  Cumming  (1848), 
Rev.  Dr.  Keith  (1843);  Rev.  G.  S.  Potter;  also  two  anonymous  authors  of  “Apocalyptic 
Sketches”  (1827),  and  “Terminal  Synchronism  of  Daniel’s  Two  Periods,”  which  have  been  , 
widely  circulated.  In  America,  Rev.  Dr.  Duffield’s  “ Advent  Lectures,”  Rev.  Dr.  Seiss’s  “Last 
Times,”  Rev.  R.  Shimeall’s  “ Bible  Chronology,”  Rev.  E.  Davis’s  “ Seven  Thunders.' 

zFaber,  Bryant,  Scott,  Whiston,  Rice,  and  others,  hold  that  most  momentous  changes  and 
revolutions,  if  not  the  personal  coming  of  Christ,  will  take  place  about  the  period  1866.  The 
names  of  two  or  three  hundred  additional  writers  might  be  mentioned,  among  whom  there  is 
remarkable  agreement  upon  the  more  general  subjects  relating  to  prophecy,  such  as  the  mil- 
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1 Any  reader  who  may  know  of  other  books  besides  these  mentioned,  in  which  this  view  is  explicitly  maintained, 
will  confer  an  obligation  by  enclosing  the  title  of  such  books  to  the  author,  directed  to  the  publisher  of  this  work. 

3 The  Rev.  G.  S.  Faber  in  his  Napoleon  III.,  The  Man  of  Prophecy”  (1852),  favors  the  view  that  Christ  will  per- 
sonally stand  on  the  Mount  of  Olives  soon  after  1864. 
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lennial  reign  of  Christ  with  his  saints  upon  the  earth,  the  literal  restoration  of  the  Jews  to 
Palestine,  the  symbolical  fulfilment  of  St.  John’s  and  Daniel’s  prophecies  through  this  dispen- 
sation, the  soundness  of  the  year-day  system  of  interpretation,  the  application  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  trumpets  to  the  Saracen  and  Turkish  woe3,  the  symbolization  of  Popery  by  the  beasts  of 
Rev.  13,  &c. 

There  are  nine  chronological  dates  which  all  concur  in  pointing  to  1867-68,  as  the  close  of  this 
dispensation  and  the  second  stage  in  Christ’s  coming  to  judgment.  These  nine  dates  contain 
respectively  the  following  number  of  years : (1)  6000;  (2)  2520;  (3)  2300;  (4)  1335;  (5)  1290; 
(6)  1260;  (7)  666  ; (8)  390;  (9)  360.  The  subjoined  explanatory  remarks  upon  the  last  seven 
of  them,  and  also  upon  the  seventy  weeks,  are  exactly  in  Bickersteth’s  words. 

In  addition  to  these  nine  prophetic  numbers,  there  are  the  four  septenaries  of  the  seven  seals, 
seven  trumpets,  seven  vials,  and  seven  heads  of  the  Beast,  -which  each  in  their  symbolical  fulfil- 
ment, upon  which  there  is  not  space  to  enter  at  full  length  in  these  pages,  most  remarkably 
demonstrate. the  same  important  truth  : our  present  position  is  at  the  very  end  of  the  sixth  seal, 
the  sixth  trumpet,  the  sixth  vial,  and  the  septimo-octave  head  of  the  Beast.  The  seventh  seal 
is  on  the  point  of  being  opened,  the  seventh  trumpet  is  about  to  be  blown  (the  last  trumpet, 
1 Cor.  15  : 52),  the  seventh  vial  is  on  the  eve  of  its  effusion,  and  the  Beast  under  its  eighth  head 
will  almost  immediately  “go  into  perdition,”  Rev.  17:  11.  Meanwhile,  the  Church  at  large 
is  heedless  of  these  facts,  and  sunk  in  a slumber  as  profound  as  that  of  Adam  at  the  time 
of  the  creation  of  Eve ; but,  perhaps,  that  event  was  intended  as  a type  of  the  condition  of  the 
nominal  professing  Church,  when  the  true  Church,  an  election  within  an  election,  shall  be  formed 
out  of  it,  and  presented  faultless  to  the  Bridegroom  at  his  coming. 

In  these  four  septenaries  and  nine  prophetic  dates,  there  are  furnished  to  us  altogether  no 
less  than  thirteen  separate  and  independent  proofs,  that  this  dispensation  is  on  the  very  verge 
of  its  close,  and  the  second  advent  of  Christ  momentarily  impending.  Stronger  and  more 
decisive  evidence  than  this  cannot  reasonably  be  expected. 

The  70  Weeks. — One  of  the  most  important  chronological  prophecies  is  that  of  the  70  weeks  of 
Daniel.  The  interpretation  which  most  satisfies  the  authors  mind  from  its  simplicity,  and  following 
the  order  of  the  text,  is  this : the  seventy  weeks  of  v.  24  is  a definite  period  of  490  years,  ecclesias- 
tically complete,  from  the  decree  of  Artaxerxes  given  to  Ezra  458,  to  the  death  and  resurrection 
of  our  Lord  in  A.D.  33,  which  makes  exactly  490  years.  The  period  from  which  this  era  is  to 
be  reckoned  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  vision  (v.  23)  of  which  it  is  the  explanation.  In  that 
vision  Daniel  asks  the  question  (8  : 13,  14),  How  long  shall  be  the  vision  concerning  the  daily 
sacrifice  and  the  transgression  of  desolation , to  give  both  the  sanctuary  and  the  host  to  be  trod- 
den tinder  foot ; and  he  is  answered,  Unto  two  thousand  and  three  hundred  days , then  shall  the 
sanctuary  be  cleansed.  The  first  renewing  of  the  sacrifice,  as  we  find  (Ezra  7 : 12,  23),  was 
under  the  decree  of  Artaxerxes,  458  years  before  Christ.  That  decree  was  directly  connected 
with  the  building  of  the  temple,  and  the  restoration  of  worship,  and  the  sacrifices.  Of  the  whole 
period  of  2300  years,  seventy  weeks  of  years  were  determined  l-TirD  or  cut  off,  from  the  restora- 
tion of  the  daily  sacrifice  to  the  completing  of  the  perfect  sacrifice  of  Christ,  when  the  spiritual 
jtemple  was  raised  up  (John  2 : 19,  21),  and  the  Most  Holy  was  anointed.  Heb.  1:9;  9 : 24. 
i We  have  here  then  the  ecclesiastical  period  of  seventy  weeks,  or  490  years  distinct  and  perfect. 

There  is  another  period  of  seventy  weeks,  however,  brought  before  us  in  verses  25,  26,  and 
' 27.  As  the  seventy  years’  captivity  had  a double  commencement  from  the  first  captivity  to  the 
decree  of  Cyrus,  and  from  the  second  captivity  under  Zedekiah  to  the  decree  of  Darius,  so  this 
ilonger  period  of  seventy  weeks  appears  to  have  a double  commencement.  The  second  com- 
mencement is  stated  to  be  from  the  going  forth  of  the  commandment  to  restore  and  build  Jeru- 
salem. The  date  of  Nehemiah’s  commission  from  Artaxerxes  was  446.  But  it  appears  very 
clearly  that  the  period  mentioned  by  Daniel  is  to  be  reckoned  in  complete  weeks,  and  not  in 
parts  of  weeks ; hence,  as  in  the  period  of  our  Lord’s  burial,  parts  of  time  are  reckoned  for  the 
whole.  The  commencement  of  a perfect  week,  therefore,  in  that  course  of  weeks  which  had 
begun  to  run  with  Ezra’s  commission  must  be  taken,  or  the  year  451.  There  are  three  periods 
(1),  seven  weeks  (2),  sixty-two  weeks  (3),  one  week.  From  451  to  A.D.  33  is  just  483  years, 
|or  sixty-nine  weeks.  For  seven  weeks,  or  forty-nine  of  those  years,  constituting  a jubilee  (a 
l3acred  measure  of  time),  there  are  predicted  troublous  times,  as  we  may  judge  by  the  history  ot 
Nehemiah  there  really  were,  till  the  Jewish  polity  was  settled.  This  seems  to  be  one  reason 

I mentioned  for  the  separation  of  the  first  seven  weeks  from  the  sixty-two ; though  it  is  probable 
there  may  be  other  reasons.  Then  follow  the  sixty-two  weeks  which  will  reach  till  A.D.  33, 
when  the  Messiah  was  to  be  cut  off,  and  (as  it  is  in  the  margin)  the  Jews  were  to  be  no  more 
His  people.  We  have  then  in  v.  26  an  indefinite  period,  the  events  of  which  are,  the  destruc- 
;ion  of  the  city  and  temple  by  the  Romans,  and  the  Jewish  desolation.  This  desolation  was  to 
ast,  as  we  learn  by  other  prophecies,  till  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  should  be  fulfilled.  (Matt. 
23  : 38  ; Luke  21 : 24). 
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In  v.  27  we  have  the  additional  week  at  the  close  of  the  times  of  the  Gentiles,  when  the  people 
of  Israel  are  again  taken  into  covenant,  as  pointed  out,  Ezek.  20  : 33,  38 ; Rom.  11  : 25,  27. 
This  week  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  character  of  the  first  half  week  seems  to  be  set  out 
(Isa.  60  : 1 , 3),  where  the  Jews  are  represented  as,  in  a self-righteous  spirit,  rebuilding  the  temple 
and  offering  sacrifices ; and  the  character  of  the  second  half,  or  dividing  of  the  weelc,  answers 
to  Isaiah  66  : 4-6,  where  they  are  represented  as  under  the  terror  of  the  infidel  Antichrist,  who 
causes  the  sacrifice  to  cease ; and  at  the  close  is  the  consummation,  in  the  destruction  of  that 
Antichrist,  as  set  before  us,  Isa.  10  : 23,  25  ; 2 Thess.  2 : 8.1 

The  particulars  regarding  the  nine  chronological  numbers,  are  as  follows : 

(1.)  The  6000  years  from  the  Creation,  according  to  standard  chronologers,  such  as  Fynes 
Clinton,  Rev.  B.  Saville,  Rev.  R.  Shimeall,  Rev.  E.  Elliott,  &c.,  terminate  about  A.  D.  1868,  and 
according  to  a traditionary  belief  of  the  greatest  antiquity,  the  millennium  begins  synchronically 
with  the  seventh  epoch  of  1000  years.  Bishop  Russell  says  on  this  point : “ The  tradition  that 
the  earth,  as  well  as  the  religious  state  of  its  inhabitants,  is  to  undergo  a great  change  at  the 
end  of  6000  years,  has  been  found  in  the  writings  of  Pagans,  Jews,  and  Christians;  because  six 
days  were  employed  by  Almighty  God  in  the  creatiou  of  the  globe,  after  which  he  rested  on  the 
seventh  ; and  as  with  him  one  day  is  as  a thousand  years,  and  a thousand  years  as  one  day,  it 
was  concluded  by  the  Cabalistsand  Jews,  that  the  world  was  to  continue  6000  years;  and  on  the 
conclusion  of  this  period  there  would  succeed  a Sabbath  of  a thousand  years  of  corresponding 
length,  a millennium  of  rest  and  of  peace.  This  idea  has  been  traced  in  the  Sibylline  oracles, 
in  the  poems  of  Hesiod,  in  Plato,  and  prevailed  long  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  relative  to 
a momentous  change  which  is  supposed  to  await  the  earth  after  a period  not  exceeding  6000 
years.  We  find  this  expectation  expressed  by  the  Chaldeans,  the  Persians,  the  Egyptians,  the 
Greeks,  the  Romans ; orators,  poets,  philosophers  ; and  the  only  difficulty  we  experience  in 
the  examination  of  the  records  collected  from  the  literature  of  ages,  is  to  account  for  so 
great  unanimity  of  sentiment,  where  we  cannot  discover  any  source  of  information,  or  any 
authority,  which  so  many  different  writers  would  consent  to  acknowledge  for  a conclusion  so 
remarkable.” 

(2.)  2520  years. — This  period  is  brought  before  us  in  Leviticus  26:18,  19-24-28,  and 
Dan.  4:16,  under  the  expression  of  “seven  times.”  The  word  “time”  in  these  passages 
means  360  years,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  connection  with  the  1260  and  360  years  (the 
sixth  and  ninth  dates  mentioned  below). 

“ Seven  times,”  in  this  sense,  signifies  the  number  of  years  obtained  by  multiplying  360 
by  7,  or  in  other  words  2520.  This  length  of  time  was  to  measure  the  duration  of  the  chas- 
tisement of  the  Jews  for  their  unfaithfulness,  and  it  commenced  with  the  loss  of  Judah’s 
national  independence  at  the  time  of  the  captivity  under  Manasseh,  B.C.  652,  or  Anno  Mundi 
3480.  2520  years  carried  on  from  that  date,  end  exactly  in  A.D.  1868,  at  which  time  the 
complete  national  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine  may  be  expected  to  take  place:  the 
probable  restoration  under  the  French  Emperor  during  the  preceding  seven  years  from  1861 
to  1868,  being  only  partial  and  preparatory. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s  maniacy  during  the  literal  seven  times  was  merely  a type  of  the  2520 
years’  punishment  of  Judah,  which  is  the  true  antitype. 

(3.)  The  2300  years. — There  are  two  things  in  this  number,  the  restoration  of  the  daily 
sacrifice,  and  the  time  of  desolation.  The  first,  the  restoration  of  the  daily  sacrifice,  was  to  be 
determined,  or  rather  cut  off  (inn}),  Dan.  19  : 24,  from  the  2300  years  to  the  completing  of  the 
perfect  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

There  is  a first  commencement  of  this  period  from  Ezra’s  decree. 

The  renewing  of  the  sacrifice  under  Ezra  (7  : 12-23),  was  457  years  before  Christ,  making 
69  weeks  of  years  to  our  Lord’s  commencement  of  his  ministry  at  30  years  of  age. 

The  desolation,  or  the  remaining  part  of  the  2300  years  after  the  ceasing  of  the  sacrifice, 
would  bring  us  to  1843,  the  beginning  of  the  sacrifice  restored. 

There  is  a second  commencement  of  this  period  from  Nehemiah’s  decree.  His  commission 
was  in  446,  B.C.,  which  effected  a completed  cleansing  in  433.  This  would  bring  us  to  1867-8 
for  the  completed  restoration  of  Israel. 

Thus,  2300  years,  taken  from  Ezra’s  decree,  457  years  before  Christ,  will  bring  us  to  1843, 
the  beginning  of  the  cleansing  of  the  sanctuary,  and  of  the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  and  the 
approach  of  the  great  tribulation.  Taken  from  Nehemiah’s  completed  cleansing  in  432-3,  it  will 
bring  us  to  1867-8,  the  completed  Jewish  restoration. 

(4)  and  (5.)  The  1290  and  13352  years. — These  years  date  from  the  time  that  the  daily 

1 Biekersteth  on  the  Prophecies,  7th  ed. 

3 It  may  lie  said,  mast  not  the  second  1260  years  from  607-8  to  1867-8,  be  followed  by  75  years  before  the  consum- 
mation is  reached  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first  1260  years  from  532-3  to  1792-3  is  thus  supplemented ? to  this  the 
reply  is,  that  the  additional  75  years  does  not  supplement  the  second  1260  years,  which  is  expressed  by  lunai 
measurement,  as  42  months;  but  only  the  first  1260  years,  which  is  expressed  by  solar  measurement,  as  1260  dayi 
and  31  limes. 
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sacrifice  shall  be  taken  away,  ^nd  the  abomination  that  maketh  desolate  set  up.  This  is 
connected,  also,  with  the  time,  times,  and  a half,  verse  7.  It  is  the  spiritual  aspect  of,  and  the 
counterpart  to,  the  interruption  of  the  temple  service  and  the  daily  worship ; or  the  rise  of 
Popery  in  the  Christian  Church,  A.  D.  533. 

From  533,  the  period  of  1290  would  bring  us  to  1822,  which  is  remarkable  for  the  separation 
of  Gi-eece  from  Turkey,  the  pouring  out  of  the  sixth  vial,  and  the  preaching  of  the  second 
advent. 

From  533,  the  period  of  1335  years  would  bring  us  to  1868,  as  the  commencement  of  the 
full  blessedness  of  the  earth.  * 

(6.)  The  1260  years. — This  date  occurs  frequently,  and  in  three  different  forms. 

Dan.  7 : 23-25,  12  : 7,  time,  times,  and  dividing  of  a time.  Rev.  12  : 6,  1260  days  ; Rev.  13  : 5, 
forty-two  months.  All  after  the  length  of  the  Jewish  year  and  month,  pointing  out  1260. 

This  period  commences  Dan.  7 : 23—25,  after  the  destruction  or  division  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
and  rise  of  the  ten  kingdoms,  and  fall  of  three,  and  the  delivery  of  the  saints  into  the  hands  of 
the  persecuting  King  (compare  power  given  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  Jer.  27  :5,  6).  The  saints 
were  given  into  the  hands  of  the  Pope  by  a decree  giving  him  political  power.  After,  also, 
Rev.  12:14,  the  division  of  the  eastern  and  western  Empire,  Rev.  13,  givfcs  us  two  beasts,  the 
Latin  Empire  and  the  Romish  Church,  the  first  consolidated  about  600.  Thus  we  have  a period 
for  the  commencing  of  the  1260  years.  It  could  not  be  earlier  than  the  fifth,  or  later  than  the 
opening  of  the  seventh  century. 

There  are  two  commencements.  The  first,  the  decree  of  the  Emperor  Justinian  in  533, 
giving  political  power  to  the  Pope.  The  second,  when  power  actually  obtained  over  the  king- 
doms in  608;  closing  respectively  in  1793  and  1868. 

These  dates  are  purposely  closed  up  to  the  time  of  the  end,  Dan.  12:4,  the  last  360  years. 
At  the  Reformation  they  began  to  be  unfolded,  when  Divine  knowledge,  navigation,  science,  and 
* printing  had  their  enlarged  rise  and  spread. 

The  first  great  blow  to  Popery  was  in  1793,  the  French  revolution,  and  the  date  of  the  first 
close  of  the  1260  days. 

Thus  1260  years,  Rev.  11:3;  12  : 6-14  ; Dan.  7:25;  12:7,  points  outthe  duration  of  Popery. 
From  its  rise  in  533  to  1793,  when  it  began  to  fall.  From  its  full  establishment  (Rev.  11:2; 
13  : 8),  in  608  to  its  final  fall,  1868. 

A7.)  The  666  years. — This,  by  the  Lutheran  expositors,  has  been  considered  as  a name  of 
dale,  as  well  as  of  person  and  character. 

Three  words  seem  specially  intended  to  be  set  before  us,  as  having  Greek  letters  that  make  666  : 

A utclvos. — The  King  who  gave  name  to  the  Latin  Empire. 

AnoSTaTris • — The  character  of  the  power  ruling  it. 

H Xo Tivn  jSajiXtia. — The  only  Greek  name  of  an  empire  among  two  or  three  thousand  that  has 
the  number  666. 

If  taken  as  a date. — We  have  1260  days,  a date  veiled  under  a mystery,  and  afterwards  an 
explicit  1000  years.  In  666  the  mystery  begins  to  break, — the  number  of  a man  counted  by 
human  reckoning. 

If  taken  as  a period  of  both  rise  and  fall. — In  its  rise  from  533,  666  brings  us  to  1198-9, 
the  time  of  Innocent  III.  Popery  was  then  at  its  height ; the  Inquisition  was  established  ; there 
was  a crusade  [214]  against  the  Albigenses,  and  the  number  was  applied  by  that  Pope  to 
Mohammedanism,  as  expected  to  be  then  near  its  end  from  the  time  of  its  rise. 

From  1198-9,  666  brings  us  to  1864,  just  before  Daniel’s  time  of  blessedness,  leaving  us  only 
a pe^tbd  of  half  a week,  mentioned  in  Daniel  9 : 27,  for  the  infidel  persecution,  from  which  the 
Philadelphian  Church  was  saved  (Rev.  3 : 10,  18,  20) ; but  the  Laodicean  part  left  in  it  to  be 
purified,,  and  to  be  the  last  gathering  of  the  Church  to  the  marriage  supper. 

(8.)  The  390  years. — This  might  be  rendered  (Rev.  9 . 15) : The  four  angels  prepared  against 
(sij),  the  hour  and  day  (the  hour  of  judgment  and  the  day  of  wrath)  were  loosed  for  a month 
and  a year  (cinavrof),  that  is,  390  years. 

If  this  390  years  commences  in  1063,  the  beginning  of  the  Turkish  power,  it  will  bring 
us  to  1453,  the  height  of  their  power  in  the  fall  of  Constantinople.  [215.]  And,  if  taken 
onward,  it  will  bring  us  to  1843,  the  time  of  the  fall  of  the  Turkish  Empire. 

(9.)  Tho390  years. — A time  no  longer,  or  not  360  years,  {xpovog  ovk  carat  cn) . — Rev.  10:6. 

The  oath  in  Revelations  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  in  Daniel  12.  The  speaker  the 
same^,  shown  to  be  the  Redeemer  by  the  rainbow  round  his  head  and  his  face  as  the  sun.  It 
does  not  mean  time  should  end — events  occur  after ; nor  yet  delay  no  longer  ; this  is  too  vague  : 
but,  that  there'should  be  a time  no  longer,  in  the  same  sense  as  time,  times,  and  a half.  For- 
merly the  angel  had  said',  there  were  three  times  and  a half  (Dan.  12:7),  now  not  a single  time 
(Rev.  10:  6.)  This  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  seeking  to  produce  an 
impression  of  ^he  nearness  of  the  time.  As  soon  as  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  within  the 
verge  of  one  time,  lest  men  should  think  the  end  was  indefinitely  prolonged,  the  angel  swears 
there  shall  be  a time  no  longer.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the  word  (Rev.  10  : 6),  is  xpovog ; the 
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term  used  in  time,  times,  and  a half  time  (Rev.  12:  14),  is  xaipo;.  There  is  a manifest  analogy 
between  the  two  words  (see  Acts  1:7;  1 Thess.  5:1).  Xpovo;  is  here  used  as  a season  of 
delay ; and  elsewhere  (Rev.  2:21;  6:11),  apparently  in  the  same  sense  of  360  years.  Kaipo;  is 
used  by  the  sacred  writers  when  the  season  or  opportunity  of  doing  a thing  is  intended  (Acts 
24:25;  Gal.  6:  10;  Heb.  11:15).  Xpovos  is  used  when  an  interval  of  delay  has  to  occur. 

( Matt.  24:48;  25:19.)  There  is  nothing  definitive  as  to  time  in  either  in  their  general  use,  and  either 
may  be  equally  significative  of  a precise  period  ; delay  being  intended  in  Rev.  10:6,  xpom  was 
the  term  used.  Both  season  and  delay  are  included  in  our  Lord’s  words,  “ It  is  not  for  you 
to  know  ( xpovov;  p Kaipovs),  the  times  or.  seasons.”  (Acts  1 : 7.) 

The  era  of  this  chapter  (Rev.  10),  is  clearly  that  of  the  Reformation.  It  follows  the  two  woe 
trumpets  of  the  Saracens  and  the  Turks,  and  is  the  next  great  event  of  history.  It  was  then 
that  the  little  book,  or  the  Bible,  in  contrast  with  the  larger  sealed  book  of  all  God’s  Providence, 
was  first  fully  opened  to  the  Church,  and  light  dawned  upon  Europe  (his  countenance  as  the  sun). 

The  date  of  the  Reformation  is  1517 ; a time,  or  360  years  carries  us  to  1877,  the  period 
within  which  the  mystery  of  God  should  be  finished. 

This  mystery  is  described  in  other  parts  of  Scripture.  The  mystery  of  the  blindness  of 
Israel,  and  the  consequent  reception  of  the  Gentiles  (Rom.  11  : 25). 

The  resurrection  of  the  dead  saints,  and  the  change  of  the  living  saints,  and  their  being 
caught  up  to  Christ  (1  Cor.  15  : 51 ; 1 Thess  4 : 17). 

The  union  of  Jew  and  Gentile  as  lellow-heirs  and  of  the  same  body,  and  partakers  of  the 
promises  in  Christ  (Ephes.  3 : 4-9). 

The  marriage  union  of  the  Church  to  Christ  (Ephes.  5 : 31,  32  ; Rev.  1,9  : 7). 

In  conclusion,  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  would,  with  the  utmost  earnestness,  call  the 
attention  of  all  Christians,  but  especially  the  Watchmen  upon  Zion’s  walls,  to  these  subjects, 
as  demanding  their  immediate  consideration.  The  reputation  of  such  a writer  alone  as  Bickerstetff, 
(without  including  the  other  authors  who  agree  with  him),  should  be  sufficient  to  obtain  fos^ 
these  views  the  more  careful  examination.  No  excuse  can  be  made  as  to  want  of  means  of 
information,  for  a sufficient  number  of  prophetic  treatises  have  been  lately  given  to  the  Church 
to  guide  the  inquirer  in  conducting  this  investigation.  - * 

A general  outline  of  the  positions  advanced  in  the  foregoing  pages,  may  be  briefly  summed  up 
as  follows : 

I.  That  the  first  stage  in  Christ’s  coming  to  translate  the  first  ingathering  of  His  Church 

(identical  with  the  wise  virgins,  the  Philadelphian  believers,  the  144,000,  the  first  fruit^JBe 
Bride),  and  to  remove  it  before  the  great  tribulation,  is  indicated  to  be  at  least  1$  years  belore 
1867-68,  and  is  therefore  immediately  at  hand.  ^ 

II.  That  the  second  stage  in  Christ’s  coming  to  translate  the  second  ingathering  of  his 
Church  (the  Laodicean  believers,  the  palm-bearing  multitude,  the  harvest),  and  then  to  slaythe 
wicked  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Armageddon,  is  about  the  period  1867-68. 

III.  That  during  all,  or  the  latter  part  of  the  next  seven  years,  an  unparalleled  storm  of 
Divine  wrath  is  predicted  to  sweep  over  the  whole  world,  hurrying  thousands  suddenly '(o  an 
untimely  grave,  who,  for  this  reason,  should  now  be  specially  warned  of  the  danger  impending, 
and  admonished  of  the  necessity  for  immediate  preparation. 
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To  he  had  from  the  Publisher  (from  whom  other  Prophetic  Works  can  be  obtained),  at  SlfySO  for  500,;, 
$3  for  100  ; 50  cents  for  12 ; also  2 copies  sent  by  post  for'15  cenitf; 

Any  person  is  at  liberty  to  republish  this  pamphlet.  * 
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